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73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2, 


“ Advantage, Stock, London.” TELEPHONE { London Wall 4713 


TeLNGRAMS Code :—A.B.C., 5th Edition. (5 lines.) 


. 


The British Industries Fair Office has been removed from 32, Cheapside to 
10, Basinghall Street. 


The objects and work of the Department are described on . 438. 





MARKETS ABROAD FOR BRITISH AND IRISH GOODS. 


Index of British and Irish Manufacturers to be compiled by the 
Department of Commercial Intelligence. 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence is compiling an Index or 
Directory of British and Irish manufacturers, which it is proposed to 
forward to Trade Commissioners, Consular Officers, and other Correspon- 
dents of the Department abroad, for their own use in dealing with enquiries 
which they may receive for the supply of British and Irish goods, both now 
and for delivery after the war. A large number of firms have already 
supplied information as to their products to the Department, but before 
transmitting this information abroad it is desired that all manufacturers in 
the United Kingdom interested in the export trade should have an oppor- 
tunity of applying for the inclusion of their names in this Index. The 
Department is now compiling the sections of the Index dealing with the 
following trades :— 


(1) China and earthenware trades. 
(2) Glass trade. 
(3) Basketwares. 
(4) Woodwares. 
(5) Brush trade. 


Manufacturers in these trades in the United Kingdom are invited to 
supply in letter form— 

(a) a detailed list of the articles they manufacture for export ; 

(b) a list of the foreign and colonial markets in which they are more 
especially interested ; 

(c) the names and addresses of their overseas agents ; 

(d) terms of business, such as, whether their trade is done direct with 
buyers or agents abroad, or through merchants or agents 
established in the United Kingdom; and 

(e) any other information likely to be of use in enabling enquiries 
from persons desirous of purchasing goods in the United Kingdom 
to be dealt with adequately. 


Manufacturers who desire to apply for the inclusion of their names in this 
Index should forward particulars to the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C. 2. Envelopes should be marked 
“ Index.” 

Note.—The Index is not intended for publication, but is for official use only 
in the Department of Commercial Inielligence, and by His Majesty’s Trade 
Commissioners, etc. It is not proposed to insert advertisements. 

(D.C.I. 50,713.) 
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NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 


In reading the notices in the following pages of possible openings for trade 
abroad, regard should be had to the necessity for taking strict precautions 
against trading with the enemy—see the Notes on pp. 717-8 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” ot 15th March—also to the restrictions on trading in certain 
goods (including Priority Certificate requirements and the special regulations 
in regard to trading with certain countries), which have been notified from 
time to time in the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


Should doubt or difficulty be experienced with regard io the various regulations, 
information may be obtained on application, either personally or by letter, to the 
Department of Commercial Intelligence. 

United Kingdom firms (manufacturers or exporters, as the case may be) 
may obtain the names and addresses of the persons and firms referred to in 
the notices, on application to the Department. In making application the 
relative reference number should be quoted. | 














Where reference is made to goods which firms may not be able to deliver ait 
present, whether by reason of export restrictions or otherwise, it is suggested 
that negotiations might be entered into now, with a view io trade when circum- 
stances permit. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
New Sources of Supplies Required. 


Since the outbreak of the war, applications have been received at the- 
Department of Commercial Intelligence from a large number of firms in all 
parts of the United Kingdom, and abroad, who wish to get into communica- 
tion with British manufacturers or producers of various classes of goods 
which have previously been obtained from Germany and Austria-Hungary. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for the names of 
manufacturers or producers of the following (amongst other) articles; British 
manufacturers or producers of these articles now in a position to supply are 
invited to make application for the names of the enquirers :— 





Chemicals— 

Bicarbonate of soda. 

Borate of soda. 

Boric acid. 

Calcium silicide. 

London purple. 

Paris green. 
Imitation greaseproof paper. : 
Machinery tor making felt wads for use with sporting rifle cartridges. 
Machinery for the production of clocks and parts thereof. 





CANADA. 


The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in Canada reports that a Montreal 
firm of dealers in metals and heavy chemicals 
ee desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
Heavy Ch emicals “9 manufacturers of sheet metals, plates, galvanised 
China Clay , tron, brass and copper sheets, and heavy commercial 
chemicals, such as copper sulphate, caustic soda, etc. 

The same firm desires to receive quotations for supplies of china clay, 
delivered ex ship Montreal or St. John, N.B., cash against documents in 
Canada. 

The firm in question is fully aware of the difficulties in obtaining the above 
products at present, and the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner points out 
that the chief object in making the enquiry now is to get into communica- 
tion with firms likely to be able to supply the goods after the war.. 
(Reference No. 399.) See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporiers above. 

(D.C.I. 53,782.) 
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CANADA—continued. 

The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Winnipeg (Mr. W. J. Healy) reports 
that a firm in that city desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of the 
Underwear ; Hosiery ; a age . _ - oe —— 
Handkerchiefs, etc. or trade after the war:—A good line of flanne ettes 

and cotton piece goods (not fancies), linens, towels, 
blankets, cashmere, hosiery, underwear, and handkerchiefs and kindred lines. 
The firm considers that the present is a propitious time for British manu- 
facturers to effect arrangements for Canadian agencies, and desires to make 
connections at as early a date as possible in order to have all details settled, 
and to be ina position to do business as soon as manufacturers are able to 
forward samples and to undertake to give definite deliveries. Such business 
would be conducted on a strictly commission basis, the firm paying all 
selling expenses. (Reference No. 400.) See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters on p. 390. (D.C.1. 53,745.) 

i is is is 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian Trade Com- 
missioner’s Office, Portland House, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2, whence further information may be 
obtained :— 


Textiles; Towels ; 
Blankets ; 


YY, 
>\4 


Markets sought for 
Canadian Goods. 


A Canadian manufacturing company enquires as to the demand in the 
. United Kingdom for paraldehyde and sodium 
ea nein tro aa > acetate for medicinal purposes, and invites enquiries 
from United Kingdom buyers. 
A Canadian firm manufacturing brass sheets and brass rods enquires for 
United Kingdom buyers. The firm can supply 
Brass Sheets and Rods. ted Kingdo inne PP! 
100 tons weekly. 
A Canadian exporter is open to supply quantities of vulcanite (ebonite). 


Vulcanite. (D.C.1. 37,667.) 





AUSTRALIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia (Mr. G. T. Milne) reports that a firm 

, of steel window-sash manufacturers (who are also 

Phar a omar importers and indentors), established in Melbourne 

‘ and Sydney, desires to enter into arrangements now, 

with a view to trade after the war, with United Kingdom manufacturers of 

architectural and builders’ requisites, including small steel sections suitable for 

“window frames, for which the firm states its requirements are considerable. 

The firm also desires to get into touch with a United Kingdom manufacturer 

of steel sections of various kinds, particularly sections for sliding door tracks, and 
has forwarded a German catalogue showing the class of goods desired. 

The firm claims that, through sub-agents in Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth, 
if is in a position effectively to cover the whole of the Commonwealth. 

The catalogue referred to may be consulted by manufacturers interested at 
the Department of Commercial Intelligence, where they may obtain also 
the name and address of the firm’s buying agents in the United Kingdom. 
(Reference No. 401.) See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters on p. 390. 

(D.C.1. 52,901.) 
H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia has eS a of — 

. specification, conditions of contract and form of tender 

| any tear connection with a call for tenders by the Deputy 

Wire Postmaster-General, Sydney, for the supply and 

: delivery of silk-covered and enamel-insulated wire. 

(Schedule No. 645, N.S.W.) See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters 
on p. 390. 

Tenderers must submit samples, or give full particulars, of the wires it is 
proposed to supply; if a sample be submitted it must accompany the tender, 
and be not less than 24 in. long. 
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AUSTRALIA—continued. 


Copies of the specification, and conditions of tender, etc., may be obtained 
from the Office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney (N.S.W.), at 
which address also sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received 
up to 2.30 p.m. on 6th December.* Preliminary deposits may be paid at 
the Office of the High Commissioner in London for the Commonwealth of 
Australia, 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 

A deposit of 2 per cent. on the first £500, and of 1 per cent. on the amount 
above that sum, is required with each tender; minimum deposit £2. The 
tenderer, if not resident in Australia, or if a company registered outside the 
Commonwealth, must name an agent in Australia to receive notifications of 
acceptance and other notices under the contract. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., may be consulted by 
British manufacturers of electrical wire at the Department of Commercial 
Intelligence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. (D.C.1. 53,161.) 


In forwarding the above-mentioned specification H.M. Trade Commissioner 
writes that he understands that in the near future the 

MR. meno ~ Deputy Postmaster-General at Sydney will be calling 
* for tenders for the supply and delivery of certain 

telephone and switchboard parts, and in this connection has forwarded some 
particulars of the goods likely to be required. The particulars referred to 
may be consulted by British manufacturers at the Department of Commer- 


cial Intelligence. See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters on p. 390. 
: (D.C.1. 53,151.) 


H.M. Trade Commissioner has also forwarded a copy of the specification and 
: tender form in connection with a call for tenders by 
oe the Municipal Council of Newcastie, New South Wales, 
Transformers for the supply and delivery of single and three-phase 
static transformers. See Notice to Manufacturers and 

Heporters on p. 390. 

Copies of the specification and tender form may be obtained from the Town 
Clerk, Council Chambers, Newcastle. New South Wales, at which address 
also sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received up to 5 p.m. on 
3rd December.* | 

A preliminary deposit in the form of a crossed cheque equal to 1 per cent. of 
the amount of the offer, must accompany each tender. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., may be consulted by 
British manufacturers of static transformers at the Department of Com- 
mercial Intelligence. (D.C.1. 53,027.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in South Africa (Mr. W. G. Wickham) reports that 
Soft Goods: See a eT eH ae one aage ad oe. who has had 
details in Italics, °O™™! erable experience in the soft goods business, 

wishes to obtain agencies on a commission basis for 

United Kingdom manufacturers of dress goods, cotton srece-goods, sheets, 

sheetings, quilts, calicoes, flannels, flannelettes, molletons, bedcovers, bedspreads, 

napery, towels, towelling, drills, cotton tweeds, Bedford cords, corduroy, tweeds, 
worsteds, serges, and gaberdines; men’s underwear, and men’s socks, hats, 
caps and braces; also women’s underclothing in nainsook, calico, longcloth, 
ribbed, mercerised cotton, wool and cotton, and wool and cotton mixed ; women’s, 
girls’ and boys’ hosiery, and children’s socks. The territory for which agencies 
are desired is the Union of South Africa, or, alternatively, the Transvaal 
and Natal only. (Reference No. 402.) See Notice to Manufacturers and 
EHeporters on p. 390. (D.C.L. 53,373.) 





* 1t will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is limited, and 
this intimation will therefore be of use only to firms having agents in Australia 
who can be instructed by cable. 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Johannesburg (Lieut.-Col. C. A. C. 

Tremeer, D.S.O.) has forwarded a copy of the specifica- 

Cylinder Oil. tion and tender form in connection with a call for 

tenders by the South African Railways Administration 

for the supply and delivery of 12,910 Imperial gallons of cylinder oil, being 

the approximate quantity required for the year 1918. (‘ender No. 153.) 
See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters on p. 390. 

Copies of the specification and form of tender may be obtained from the 
Secretary to the Tender Board, South African Railways Headquarter Offices, 
Johannesburg, at which address also sealed tenders will be received up to 
noon on 10th December.* 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc. may be consulted by 
British exporters of cylinder oil at the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence. (D.C.I. 53,361.) 





EGYPT. 
H.M. Vice-Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. B. Geary) reports that an agent in that 


7. Te city, claiming to have had thirty years’ 

a: Mocnuito Ne a business experience in Egypt, seeks agencies 

Laces Hosiery, etc , for United Kingdom manufacturers of 

/ _— textiles: linen and woollen goods, mosquito 

nets, laces, hosiery, etc. (Reference No. 403.) See Notice to Manufacturers 
and Heporters on p. 390. (D.C.1. 53,167.) 





FRANCE. 
H.M. Consul-General in Paris (Mr. W. R. Hearn) reports that a firm in that 
; . city desires to get into touch with United 
~ae ; Sees asp Kingdom manufacturers of small tools, gar- 
Wardware: Lighting ond dening implements and furniture, hardware, 
’ 


. and lighting and heating apparatus, with a 
Heating Apparatus. view to obtaining agencies for the sale of these 


goods in France. The firm claims to havea complete organisation throughout 
France. (Reference No. 404.) See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters 
on p. 390. (D.C.I. 58,257.) 


H.M. Consul-General also reports that an engineer in Paris wishes 
Machinery ; Sheet Iron to represent United Kingdom firms for the 
and Tubes: Bolts. ete. : sale of all kinds of machinery, sheet tron and 
Agricultural Implements tubes (milled or otherwise), bolts, etc., and all 

* kinds of agricultural implements. Prior to the 

war the enquirer, it is stated, was a director of a sugar factory and also of a 
rubber factory in France. (Reference No. 405.) See Notice to Manufacturers 
and Exporters on p. 390. (D.C.1. 53,527.) 





SOUTHERN SPAIN AND NORTH AFRICA. 


H.M. Consul at Malaga (Mr. H. M. Villiers, M.V.O.), writing, under date 
28th September, remarks that the question of the 


——_ —, supply of agricultural machinery and implements suit- 
octets able for Andalusian soil is a complicated one, and he 


instances the case of hand implements used in ordinary 
every-day work in the field or garden, which require 
special attention. This is due to the peculiar angle at which the Spanish 
agriculturist holds his head when working, for Spaniards in Andalusia work 
in a stooping position instead of in the nearly upright position preferred by 
labourers in most countries. 


Catalogue on View. 





_ * It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is limited, and this 
intimation will therefore be of use only to firms having agents in the Union who can 
be instructed by cable. 
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SOUTHERN SPAIN AND NORTH AFRICA—continued. 


In this connection H.M. Consul has forwarded a translation of a letter he 
has recently received from a British subject, who is the manager of a joint 
stock company in Malaga dealing in agricultural implements. In the course 
of this letter the writer points out that to expect Spanish firms to purchase 
a large number of agricultural implements, and at the same time to require 
payment on a cash basis, f.o.b. British ports, and to insist on other similar 
terms of sale, render business quite out of the question. In the opinion 
of the writer, manufacturers of agricultural implements in the United King- 
dom who are desirous of exporting their goods should, whenever there is an 
opportunity for so doing, form an Association and appoint agents or repre- 
sentatives in Malaga whose business it would be to travel the agricultural 
districts and study the customs and requirements of the Andalusian and 
North African farmers. At the same time théy should, by means of 
descriptive leaflets and exhibitions, endeavour to create a demand for British 
goods. Extensive propaganda on these lines, coupled with the interest that 
importers of agricultural machinery would take in the matter, would be 
productive in a short while of the very best results to the manufacturers. 
The writer concludes by offering to British manufacturers of agricultural 
machinery and implements the services of his firm, whose favourable position 
with regard to Andalusia and the North of Africa would, he thinks, be of 
the greatest assistance in this connection. (Reference No. 406.) See Notice 
to Manufacturers and Exporters on p. 390. 

The writer of the above letter, adds Mr. Villiers, agrees with him that 
unless the hand implements above referred to are of the form described they 
would be absolutely useless in the Andalusia district, and he has procured, 
and H.M. Consul has forwarded, a catalogue* of agricultural implements 
issued by a Spanish firm in Granada which contains illustrations giving an 
idea of the needed article. 


H.M. Consul at Malaga has also transmitted a copy of a letter he has 
. . received from the British Vice-Consul at Granada 
SS Sey (Mr. W. Davenhill) to the effect that a com- 
Catalogues of deviculinval mission agent in Granada desires to obtain 
Machinery on View agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
agricultural machinery and chemical products. 

(Reference No. 407). See Notice to Manufacturers and Heporters on p. 390. 

Mr. Davenhill remarks that British firmsinterested in agricultural machinery 
do not seem to have appreciated the importance of the Province of Granada 
as a centre for their operations. ‘This Province is mostly agricultural, and 
up to quite lately agricultural machinery was very rarely employed. <A few 
years before the war Germany had begun to do a very large business in the 
district in all kinds of agricultural machinery. There is no doubt, adds 
Mr. Davenhill, that British firms have at the present time a splendid 
opportunity of developing business in the Granada district. 

Further in this connection, H.M. Consul has collected and forwarded to 
the Department of Commercial Intelligence a number of catalogues* of agri- 
cultural machinery, etc. Most of these catalogues, adds Mr. Villiers, do not 
appear specially adapted to Andalusia, but they show how non-British firms 
are working. (D.C.L. 49,121.) 


ITALY. 


The Acting British Consul at Turin (Mr. T. D. Dunlop) reports that an agent 

and dealer in that city desires to obtain agencies 

Provisions. for United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 

preserved alvmentary products, jams, lard, bacon, cod- 

fish, etc. (Reference No. 408.) See Notice to Manufacturers and EHzporters 
on p. 390. (D.C.L. 53,691.) 














* The above-mentioned catalogues may be consulted by British manufacturers of 
agricultural machinery and implements at the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





MOROCCO. 


H.M. Consul at ——-- G. de oe reports that a Swiss firm at 

, orrentruy, which is represented in Morocco, 

ee desires fo enter into scciaemiaaiine with United 

yo” Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of goods 

suitable for the Moroccan markets, including grey, bleached, dyed, and printed 

cotton goods, and also cotton yarns. (Reference No. 409.) See Notice to 
Marufacturers and Exporters on p. 390. (D.C.I. 51,016.) 


PRINTED AND COMMERCIAL PAPERS POST FOR PLACES ABROAD. 


With reference to the foregoing notices relative to openings for trade 
in the Self-Governing Dominions and elsewhere abroad, it should be borne 
in mind that postage must be prepaid on all communications addressed to 
H.M. Trade Commissioners and the Correspondents in the Dominions and 
Colonies of the Department of Commercial Intelligence, and to H.M. Consular 
Officers in foreign countries. Care should be taken to ensure correct stamping, 
particularly when catalogues wre sent. Packages sent at reduced rates by the 
Printed and Commercial Papers Post must be sent open (see page 58 of the 


Post Office Guide). 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE IN ALL 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


Firms in the United Kingdom desirous of receiving confidential inform: 
ation as to opportunities for the extension abroad of those branches.of trade 
in which they are specially interested, and as to other connected matters, 
may, upon application, have their names placed on a Special Register at the 
Department of Commercial Intelligence. 

The confidential information communicated to firms so registered relates 
mainly to openings for British trade abroad, and is received from His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioners and the Imperial Trade Correspondents in 
the British Dominions, the Board of Trade Correspondents in other parts of 
the Empire, and from His Majesty’s Consular Officers in Foreign Countries, 
supplemented by information frora other sources available to the Depart- 
ment of Commercial Intelligence. 

Firms inscriked on the Register may indicate the particular lines of trade 
to which the information to be sent to them should relate, and a classified 
list of subjects is sent to all applicants for registration with this object. 
During 1916, 575 separate circulars were issued (to the number of 128,662 
copies) to firms on the Special Register interested in the particular branches 
of trade to which the circulars related. 

A small charge is made for the service, which includes the reqular supply 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” Firms whose names are inscribed on the 
Register are required to pay an annual fee of One Guinea to the Accountant- 
General of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W. 1. 

The “Journal” itself contains information as to openings for British 
trade abroad and as to other matters of interest to British traders generally. 
Information published in it is not repeated by circular to firms whose names 
are on the Special Register; the confidential information communicated to 
the latter is confined to matters which, at the time, have not been published 
in the “ Journal,” or are not intended to be published at all. 

Firms in the United Kingdom who wish to have their names inscribed on 
the Special Register should apply in writing to the Comptroller-General of 
the Department of Commercial Intelligence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2, for the necessary form of application. 

N.B.—Admission to the Register, and retention upon it, are at the dis- 
cretion of the Board of Trade. 
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EXHIBITIONS. 





THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918. 


At the request of several Trade Associations connected with the industries 
covered by the British Industries Fair, which are holding meetings shortly, 
the Board of Trade have agreed to extend the date for accepting applications 
for space until 30th November. 

This will also enable some of the trade papers, whose publications have not 
been issued since the original announcement of the British Industries Fair 
was made, to bring the Fair to the notice of their readers. 

Applications have already been received for more space than was available 
at the last Fair, but as the coming Fair will be considerably larger than the 
last it is hoped that it will not be necessary to reduce the size of exhibitors’ 
stands to the same extent as in former years. 





SAMPLES OF GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN GOODS. 


An Exhibition of samples of goods of enemy manufacture, including 
many recent additions, is being held in the new Sample Rooms of the 
Department of Commercial Intelligence (5th Floor), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, F.C. 2. 

The Exhibition is open to British manufacturers and exporters of 
British goods every week-day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.; 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The samples, which number approximately 3,000, are of considerable 
variety, and are labelled with prices (where available), and the name of the 
country in which the goods are sold. Certain of the samples represent 
recent designs from enemy sources, and should be of interest to British 
manufacturers desirous of obtaining information respecting the new styles of 
goods at present being manufactured in enemy countries. | 

The markets represented by the samples are as follows :—United Kingdom, 
British India, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Africa (South, East and 
North), Russia, Sweden, Netherlands, Denmark, France, Portugal, Italy, 
United States of America, Central and South America, Siam, China, and 
other Far Eastern markets. 

A general list of the samples on view appeared on p. 6 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” of 4th October. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION OF ELECTRICAL MACHINERY AND 
APPLIANCES AT TOKIO. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe, C.M.G.) writes, 
under date 5th October, that an Exhibition of Electrical Machinery and 
Appliances will be opened at Tokio on 20th March, 1918, under the auspices 
of the Nippon Denki Kyokwai (Japanese Electric Association). Mr. Crowe 
says that the manufacture of electrical machinery and appliances in Japan 
has undergone great development during recent years; the first electrical 
industry was established in Japan thirty years ago, and the object of this 
Exhibition is to show the progress that has taken place and to give a stimulus 
to further enterprises. 

According to the local press, the exhibits will include motors, generators, 
batteries, and generating plant equipment; electric railway materials; 
telegraph, telephone and wireless-telegraph apparatus; electric lighting 
apparatus and accessories; appliances for the electro-chemical industry ; 
domestic electrical appliances; industrial electrical machinery, pumps, 
cranes, etc.; surgical, educational and experimental electrical apparatus; 
and general accessories. 

Exhibits will be confined to Japanese manufactures. (D.C.1. 53,886.) 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING 
TRADE. 





APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES TO EXPORT COMPOUND ARTICLES. 


The Director of the War T'rade Department calls attention to the rules 
set out in paragraph 5 of the form of application for the export of prohibited 
goods, in which it is clearly stated that the exact composition and proportion 
of the constituents contained in all compound articles must be furnished to 
the Department. Numerous applications are, however, still being received 
for the export of these goods of unstated composition, and the practice 
results in delay which would be avoided if full particulars were given in the 
first instance. Care should therefore be taken in all cases to state :— 

(1) The percentage of any export prohibited ingredient entering into 
the composition of the article. 

(2) The exact nature of any prohibited ingredient: e.g., starch should be 
described as rice starch, maize starch, or as the case may be, and 
similarly sugar should be described as cane sugar, malt sugar, etc. 

It should also be stated whether the article was made up before or after 
the date upon which the ingredient or ingredients became prohibited from 
export. 

Should manufacturers not be disposed to disclose their formula on every 
individual application, or should they not desire to inform their merchant 
customers of the formula, it is open to them to write a separate letter to the 
War Trade Department stating full particulars of the formula, and requesting 
that a registered number may be allotted to the formula which can be quoted 
in respect of any future applications. Any alteration of the formula should 
at once be notified to the War ‘Trade Department. 

The registered number should not however be quoted upon an application 
unless it 1s accompanied by a note that the compound article has been 
prepared in strict accordance with the formula. (D.C.1. 55,118). 





EXPORT OF COMPOUND FERTILISERS TO THE ISLE OF MAN. 


The Minister of Munitions has issued an Order, dated 14th November, to 
the effect that the provisions of the Order relating to compound fertilisers 
(see pp. 127-8 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 18th October) will, as 
from 17th November, apply to sales of compound fertiliser for export from 
the United Kingdom to the Isle of Man, and that clause 8 of the said Order 
is modified accordingly. 





PROHIBITION OF IMPORTS. 
“Prohibition of Import (No. 20) Proclamation, 1917.” 


A Proclamation, dated 16th November, prohibits as from that date the im- 
portation into the United Kingdom oi the undermentioned goods, exception 
being made in respect of such goods as are imported under licence given by or 
on behalf of the Board of Trade, and subject to the provisions and conditions 
of such licence :— 

Abrasive wheels. 

Binder or reaper twine. 

Brass rod and brass wire. 

Cycles, other than motor cycles. 

Electric meters. 

Electrical motors over one-half horse-power. 

Electric hand lamps and torches. 

Magnetos. 

Measuring tapes and rules of all descriptions, including verniers. 

Micrometers. 

Pens, penholders, pencils and all other stationery of which the importation 
is not already prohibited. 

Vegetables in brine. 


oo 
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Government Notices affecting Trade. 





IMPORTATION OF RESIN FROM FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information to the effect that the 
French Government have decided to allow the export to the United Kingdom 
of a limited quantity of resin for commercial purposes, provided that the 
applications for export licences are supported by the British Government. 
In this connection importers of resin from France are invited to furnish to 
the Assistant Secretary, Commercial Department, Board of Trade, Gwydyr 
House, Whitehall, London, 8.W. 1, not later than 28th November, a statutory 
declaration setting out the respective quantities of (a) light resin (colophane) 
and (b) dark resin (brat) which they imported from France in 1916, and to 
communicate with the Department in regard to their future requirements. 





APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. 


The “ London Gazette” of 20th November publishes additions to the list 
of approved consignees in China, published as the Fourth Supplement, 
dated 20th August, to the “ London Gazette” of 17th August. 

The revised list of approved consignees in China may be consulted by British 
firms at the Department of Commercial Intelligence, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. Applications for further information in regard to firms on 
this list should be addressed to the Controller, Foreign Trade Department, 
Lancaster House, St. James’, S.W. 1. 

[N.B.—The white list of approved consignees in China applies also to firms 
in Harbin (even though goods are entered as consigned to Harbin, Russia), 
but does not apply to firms in the British Colony of Hong Kong, or to firms 
in Wei-hai-wei, Macao, Tsingtau, Dalny (Dairen), or the Japanese Leased 
Territory in Kwantung. | 





PROPOSED LEGISLATION AFFECTING TRADE. 


Non-Ferrous Metals and Metallic Ores. Control of Imports and Exports. 
Patents and Trade Marks. 


A Bill has been presented in the House of Commons by the President of 
the Board of Trade, the object of which is to restrict temporarily the persons 
who may engage in business connected with certain non-ferrous metals and 
metallic ores. ‘The metals and ores referred to are zinc, copper, tin, lead, 
nickel, aluminium, and any other non-ferrous metals and ores to which the 
Act may be applied by order of the Board, and the expression “ore’”’ 
includes concentrates, mattes, precipitates, and other intermediate products. 

The object of a second Bill, which has also been presented by the President 
of the Board of Trade, is to simplify and continue for a period of three years 
after the termination of the war, the powers which His Majesty has exercised 
during the war as regards imports and exports. 

Bills to amend the Patents and Designs Act, 1907, and the Trade Marks 
Act, 1905, respectively, have also been introduced. 





COPYRIGHT IN FRENCH ZONE IN MOROCCO. 


An Order-in-Council, dated 16th November, is to the effect that, as H.M. 
the Sultan of Morocco has acceded to the Berlin Copyright Convention in so 
far as concerns that part of the Empire of Morocco under French protection, 
the Order-in-Council of 24th June, 1912, extending the protection of the 
Copyright Act, 1911, to certain classes of works, will, subject to certain 
modifications, now extend to the part of Morocco referred to. 
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Government Notices affecting Trade. 





TRADING WITH THE ENEMY AMENDMENT ACT, 1916. 
Enemy Businesses to be Wound up. 


Orders have been made by the’ Board of Trade requiring the under- 
mentioned businesses to be wound up :— 

491. The Vali Cigarette Company, 14 and 15, Union Street, London, W. 1, 
Cigarette Manufacturers. Controller: Basil Edgar Mayhew, Alder- 
man’s House, Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 14th November, 1917. 

492. Leon Menasche and Co., Audrey House, Ely Place, London, E.C. 1, 
Diamond Merchants. Controller: Albert Edward Tilley, 8, Staple 
Inn, London, W.C. 1. 15th November, 1917. 





HOUSING AFTER THE WAR. 
Committee on Supply of Building Materials. 

The} Minister of Reconstruction announces that he has appointed Mr. 
Clement B. Broad and Mr. W.J. Jones to be members of the Building Materials 
Supply Committee. 

(The constitution of this Committee and its terms of reference were pub- 
lished on pp. 289-90 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 8th November. | 





DISPOSAL OF GOVERNMENT SURPLUS PROPERTY. 
Advisory Council Appointed. 


The Minister of Reconstruction announces that, in accordance with a 
decision of the War Cabinet that the disposal of Government property 
surplus to departmental requirements should be entrusted to a special 
organisation, he has appointed an Advisory Council with the following 
terms of reference: 

To expedite the preparation of any necessary inventories of property and 
goods of all descriptions held by Government Departments, and to consider 
and advise upon the disposal, or alternative form of use, of any property or 
goods which have or may become, during or on the termination of the war, 
surplus to the requirements of any Department for the purpose of that 
Department. 

The Council will be composed as follows :— 

The Marquis of Salisbury, K.G., G.C.V.O. (Chairman); Mr. W. Adamson, 
M.P.; Mr. A. L. Dickinson; Sir Howard Frank ; Mr. W. Lander; Sir 
Maurice Levy, Bart., M.P. ; Sir H. Ross Skinner; Sir Beville Stanier, Bart., 
M.P.; and Mr. John E. Thornycroft; together with the following Depart- 
mental Representatives:—Mr. R. F. Wilkins, C.B. (Treasury); Mr. M. M. 
Waller (Admiralty) ; Major-General Sir C. F. Hadden, K.C.B. (War 
Office); Sir Evan Jones (Board of Trade); Sir Arthur Durrant, M.V.O. 
(Office of Works); and Mr. Alex. Walker (Ministry of Munitions). 








POST OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
The Postmaster-General has issued the following announcements :— 


Loss of Mails from Sweden. 


A mail containing letters and parcels posted in Sweden approximately 

between 6th and 12th October has been lost at sea through enemy action. 
Loss of Mails for Greece. 

A civil mail containing correspondence (except parcels) for Greece, and 
a mail containing correspondence for the British troops at Corfu, posted 
approximately between 23rd September and 25th September inclusive, and 
parcels for the British troops at Corfu posted upproximately between 
dist August and 16th September inclusive, have been lost at sea through 
enemy action. 

Registration with the Post Office does not cover losses due to acts of war, 
and no claims for compensation arising out of the loss of these mails can 
therefore be entertained. 
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Government Notices affecting Trade. 





CONTROL OF HORSE TRANSPORT. 


In consequence of the increasing demands of the Army and of agriculture 
upon the horse stock of the country, difficulty is being experienced by 
traders, cartage contractors and others, in obtaining the horses required for 
carrying on essential work. The position is further aggravated by the 
shortage of petrol and the lack of means tor repairing motor vehicles. It is 
proposed therefore to regulate the sale, purchase, distribution and working 
of all horses, other than Army and agricultural horses, and generally to 
exercise control over such horse stock. 

For these purposes, the President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
Mr. R. H. Selbie, who is at present Chairman of the Committee on the 
Utilisation and Feeding of Horses, to be Controller of Horse Transport. All 
communications in reference to the supply and use of horses for trade and 
business purposes, as well as to questions arising under the Horses Rationing 
Order, should be addressed to the Controller, at the Offices of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W. 1. 





NEW DEFENCE OF THE REALM REGULATIONS. 


An Order-in-Council, dated 16th November, further amends the Regulations 
(called the ‘‘ Defence of the Realm Regulations”) under the Defence of the 
Realm Consolidation Act, 1914, for securing the public safety and the defence 
of the Realm. ‘The Order referred to orders the following, amongst other, 
amendments to be made :— 


Control of Horses (including Mules) and Horse-drawn Vehicles. 
Regulation 23) is amended as follows :— 

By the insertion at the end thereof of the following new paragraph :— 

(5) Without prejudice to the powers of the Army Council the Board 
of Trade may exercise as respects horses (including mules) and horse- 
drawn vehicles all the powers that they may exercise under this regula- 

tion with respect to an article of commerce not being an article of food, 
and orders under this subsection may provide for the giving of 
instructions in relation to horses and horse-drawn vehicles in such 
manner and by such persons as the Board of Trade may direct, and for 
enabling the Board to take possession of any horse or horse-drawn 
vehicle either absolutely or by way of hire. 

“Such compensation shall be paid for any horse or horse-drawn vehicle 
so taken possession of as shall in default of agreement be determined by 
the arbitration of a single arbitrator appointed in manner provided by 
an order of the Board of Trade, but in determining the amount of the 
compensation the arbitrator shall have regard to the age and condition 
of the horse or vehicle, to the allowance of a reasonable profit on the 
price, if any, paid by the person from whom the same is taken, and to 
any other circumstance without necessarily taking into consideration 
the market price at the time. 

“Nothing in this subsection shall apply to horses or horse-drawn 
vehicles used wholly or mainly in agriculture or to vehicles licensed to 
ply for hire.” 

[Note.—See notice above respecting the appointment of a Controller of 
Horse ‘Transport. | 
Regulation of Shipping. 
Regulation 39BBB is amended as follows :— 

(1) In subsection (1) after the word “regulating” there shall be 
inserted the word “ restricting.” 

(2) In subsection (1) after the words “ passenger tickets’ there shall 
be inserted the words “the building, repairing, equipping, refitting, con- 
verting or altering of any ship or vessel, the user of and the work to be 
done in or with any dock, shipyard, dry dock or other accommodation 
adapted or capable of being adapted for building, repairing, equipping, 
or refitting ships or vessels (in this regulation included in the term 
‘shipyard ’), and any plant in or about the same, the priority and manner 
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Government Notices affecting Trade. 





New DEFENCE OF THE REALM REGULATIONS—continued. 


in which and the places at which orders or contracts for building, 
repairing, equipping, refitting, converting or altering ships or vessels 
are to be executed or any such work is to be done, and the payments to 
be made in respect thereof.” 

(3) In subsection (1) after the words “circumstances of the time’ 
there shall be inserted the words “or for providing and maintaining 
an efficient supply of shipping.” 

(4) In subsection (5) after the word “ship” there shall be inserted 
the words “ or shipyard,” and after the word “ ships ” wherever it occurs 
there shall be inserted the words “ or shipyards.” 

(5) In subsection (6) after the words “in charge of a ship ” there shall 
be inserted the words “or the occupier of a shipyard.” 

(6) In subsection (7) after the words “ powers of His Majesty” there 
shall be inserted the words “and the Shipping Controller may make 
arrangements with any other Government department for the exercise 
by that department on behalf of the Shipping Controller of any of the 
powers of the Shipping Controller under this regulation.” 

| Noie.—The text of Regulation 39 BBB was published on pp. 11-12 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” of 5th July last. ] 
Powers respecting Dams, Mills, etc. 
The Regulations are also amended to give the Board of Agriculture powers 
with respect to dams, mills, locks, sluices, weirs, etc. 


9 





CART-HORSE COLLARS AND HAMES. 
Requisitioning Order Cancelled. 


The Army Council have given notice, under date 14th November, of the 
cancellation of the Order relating to certain classes of cart-horse collars and 
hames (see notice on pp. 503-4 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 6th 
September last). 





SHORTAGE OF HAY. 

The Secretary of the War Office desires to remind farmers and growers ot 
hay or straw that the Army Council have power under the Defence of the 
Realm Regulations to compel them to sell their hay or straw, even though 
it may have been inspected and a Sale Licence issued. Owing to the large 
amount of released hay that is being held up, and the consequent shortage 
thereby ensuing in the large towns, it has been decided to put such powers 
into operation when instances of holding up are brought to the notice of the 
authorities. 


REQUISITION OF LAPS OR WASTE (WORSTED AND HOSIERY). 


The Army Council have issued an Order, dated 13th November, giving 
notice that it is their intention to take possession, on the 30th November, of 
all laps or waste as defined by the Sale of Waste (Worsted and Hosiery) 
Order, 1917, that may be in possession, custody or control of any person not 
being a manufacturer of woollen goods, provided that nothing contained in 
the Order shall apply to any laps or waste of the description aforesaid that 
shall have been sold to any manufacturer of the description aforesaid prior 
to 15th November. 


MAXIMUM PRICES FIXED FOR SUPERPHOSPHATES. 


The Minister of Munitions has made an Order, dated 17th November, 
ordering that the provisions of the Order relating to superphosphates made 
by him on 20th August (see pp. 392-3 of the “ Board of ‘Trade Journal” of 
23rd August) shall, as from 21st November, apply to sales of super- 
phosphates for export from the United Kingdom to the Channel Islands 
and the Isle of Man, and that clause 2 of the said Order shall as from that 


date be modified accordingly. 
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REQUISITION OF LEATHER PRODUCED FROM CERTAIN 
RAW HIDES. 


The Secretary of the War Office announces that an Order has been 
made by the Army Council, dated 14th November, giving notice of their 
intention to take possession of all leather produced from raw hides taken 
from horses slaughtered in the United Kingdom or the Isle of Man, or 
imported in the wet salted state into the United Kingdom. 

This Order extends the control already exercised by the Army Council over 
horse hides in the raw state, to the leather produced therefrom. 

Any such leather which, after inspection, is found to be unsuitable for the 
Council’s requirements, will be released from the conditions of the Order. 





REDUCTION IN ACREAGE UNDER HOPS IN ENGLAND 
AND WALES. 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries announce the issue of a new 
Regulation, under the Defence of the Realm Consolidation Act, controlling 
the acreage to be cultivated with hops next year. ‘The Kegulation is in 
substitution for that published on p. 408 of the “Board of Trade Journal”’ of 
24th May. 

Instead of paragraph 1 of the old Regulation a new paragraph is substi- 
tuted as follows :— 

“Onn.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Regulation, the acreage 
planted with hops on any holding in England or Wales shall, before the 
first day of April, 1918, be reduced to one half of the acreage on the holding 
which is proved by the occupier of the holding to have been planted with 
hops in the month of June, 1914 (excluding from such last mentioned acreage 
land which was planted with hops after the first day of October, 1913), and 
thereafter, so long as this Regulation remains in force, the acreage on the 
holding so planted shall never exceed that proportion.” 

The alteration excludes from the acreage which the grower is entitled to 
count as under hops in 1914, any land that was then carrying hops in their 
first year’s growth. 


MINISTRY OF FOOD NOTIFICATIONS. 


The following Orders and announcements have been issued by the Ministry 


of Food :— 
The Butter Distribution Order, 1917. 

An Order, entitled as above and dated 14th November, has been made in 
order to ensure equitable distribution of imported, Irish, and blended butter 
throughout Great Britain. The butter will be distributed through importers, 
wholesalers, and blenders, as agents to retailers, bakers, confectioners, hotels, 
etc. Retailers will sell it to the public within a maximum price fixed from 
time to time by the Ministry of Food. It is anticipated that this maximum 
price will not at present exceed about 2s. 6d. per lb., and it may be possible 
to reduce it later. 

Margarine (Maximum Prices) Order, 1917. 

By this Order, which is dated 10th November, and came into operation on 
17th November as to wholesale prices, and on 26th November as to retail 
prices, a general maximum price of ls. per lb, retail has been fixed for 
margarine sold either in bulk or in packages, but in order to allow the 
supply of margarine containing a higher proportion of animal fats (which are 
considerably more expensive than the vegetable oils), an additional class sold 
in packets marked “ Oleo Margarine,” which must contain at least 55 per 
cent. animal fats, is authorised for sale at ls. 4d. per lb. retail. 

Power is also reserved to the Food Controller to authorise by licence other 
named brands of margarine, when he is satisfied that for special reasons, e.g., 
special freight charges, these cannot be sold at Is. per lb., to be retailed in 
packets at prices varying between ls. and Is. 4d. per lb. In these cases the 
profits of manufacturers will be under special control. 
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Ministry oF Foop Notirications—continued. 


It is anticipated, however, that owing to the shortage of animal fats the 
quantity of “Oleo Margarine” will not be proportionately large, and the 
main supplies of margarine on the market will be retailed at 1s. per lb. or 
less. 

Certain well-known makes of margarine which have hitherto been sold at 
less than Is. per lb. will continue to be sold at the lower prices. 


Bacon, Ham and Lard Prices Order, 1917. 


This Order, which is dated 17th November, fixes the profits of allimporters, 
curers, manufacturers, primary and secondary wholesalers, and retailers of 
bacon,. ham and lard. 


Price of Potatoes—Abolition of Minimum Price and Payment of 
Compensation to Growers. 
General Incence. 


A General Licence was issued by the Food Controller on 17th November 
permitting growers to sell their own potatoes below the minimum price fixed 
by the Potatoes Order, 1917. 

A new Order—known as the Potatoes Order (No. 2), 1917—is being made at 
once, which provides under certain conditions for compensation to growers 
selling below the Government guaranteed price of £6. 

The new Order will apply to all transactions on and after 19th November, 
1917, involving the sale of sound marketable ware potatoes in lots of 4 tons 
or more by the grower thereof. 


The Damaged Grain, Seeds and Pulse (Prices) Order, 1917. 


The above Order, which is dated 17th November, fixes the maximum 
prices on and after 17th December, 1917, for American and Canadian graded 
feed wheat, for all damaged imported cereals, for damaged imported and 
home-grown seeds (except oil seeds), suitable for and ordinarily used as feed 
for poultry and other animals. 


The Horse and Poultry Mixture Order, 1917. 


The Order entitled as above, which is dated 17th November, determines the 
composition of horse chaff mixtures, horse corn mixtures and poultry mixtures, 
and fixes the maximum prices which may be charged by manufacturers, by 
intermediate factors or dealers, and by retailers. 1t comes into force on 
22nd November. 


The Dredge Corn Order, 1917. 


An Order, entitled as above and dated 17th November, makes it illegal to 
use after 21st November any dredge corn (other than damaged dredge corn) 
except in the process of manufacturing flour, and fixes maximum prices for 
sound and damaged dredge corn. Dredge corn is defined as any mixture of 
cereals (whether grown together or not) containing more than one cereal as 
& main constituent. 


Warning to Farmers, Owners of Grist Mills, and to Other 
Users of Grain. 


Under the Wheat, Rye and Rice Restriction Order and the Barley 
Restriction Order the use for the feeding of animals and poultry of wheat 
and barley which are fit for manufacture into flour for human food is 
prohibited. 

In spite of this prohibition reports are received by the Food Controller 
from all parts of the country that animals and poultry are being fed on 
these grains: 

It has been suggested that this infringement is not caused by any wilful 
unpatriotic action, but arises from ignorance of the meaning of the Orders. 
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Farmers and other users of grains are therefore warned that all wheat 
and barley which can be used for the manufacture of flour for human food 
is required, and must in the national interest be reserved for that purpose. 

The feeding of animals or poultry with such grains is a summary offence 
against the law and is punishable by fine and imprisonment. 

The fact that wheat or barley is out of condition does not necessarily mean 
that it is unfit for milling. Such grain should not be used as feed for 
animals until it has been offered for sale to every available miller, dealer and 
maltster, or owner of kilns. Arrangements have been made which it is hoped 
will lead to a market being available for such grain if in any way fit for the 
manufacture of flour for human consumption. 

It is essential in the national interest that the Grain Orders issued by the 
Food Controller should be implicitly obeyed; any person infringing them 
will be vigorously prosecuted. 

Warning is also given to owners of grist mills that it is a summary offence 
for them to aid or abet any person in the infringement of the Grain Orders, 
and that it is their duty in the national interest to report to the Food 
Controller without delay every case in which they are asked to prepare 
for animal consumption grain which could be used for the purpose of human 
consumption. 

The Food Control Committee (Scotland) Powers Orders, 1917. 


‘he Food Controller has issued an Order, dated 20th November, conferring 
upon every Food Control Committee appointed in Scotland pursuant to the 
Food Control Committees (Constitution) Order, 1917, and such persons as 
they may designate or appoint for the purpose, the power of enforcing 
within their area all Orders heretofore made or hereinafter to be made by 
the Food Controller under the powers conferred upon him by the Defence of 
the Realm Regulations other than such Orders as the Food Controller may 
from time to time except from this Order. 





REGULATION OF TRADE IN THE TERRITORY KNOWN 
AS “GERMAN EAST AFRICA.” 


Ports of Shirati and Musoma opened as Customs Stations. 

The Chief of Customs at Mombasa, East Africa Protectorate, calls atten- 
tion to a Genera! Notice (No. 429), published in the “ Official Gazette of the 
Fast Africa Protectorate” of 6th June, to the effect that the ports of Shirati 
and Musoma have been approved as Customs Stations, and that all Customs 
import and export duties, salt, and consumption, and playing card taxes, 
leviable on goods entering or leaving the above-mentioned ports, and imported 
from or exported to the East Africa or Uganda Protectorates, shall be paid 
to the Customs Department of East Africa and Uganda in such manner 
as the Chief of Customs at Mombasa may direct. (D.C.I. 53,139.) 





JAPANESE LAW RESPECTING INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY. 
Patents, Trade Marks, etc. of Enemy Subjects. 


With reference to the notice on p. 572 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 13th September last relative to a Law passed by the Japanese Diet 
dealing with patents, trade marks and other industrial property of enemy 
subjects, H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe, C.M.G.) 
writes, under date 18th September, that the Law came into force on 
l5th September. 

H.M. Commercial Attaché has forwarded a translation of this Law 
(No. 21), together with translations of certain Ordinances and Regulations 
connected therewith, all of which may be consulted by British firms 
interested at the Department of Commercial Intelligence, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 2. (D.C.1. 51,022.) 
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THE LABOUR MARKET IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM IN OCTOBER. 


According to the November issue of the “ Labour Gazette,”’* nearly all 
the principal industries were fully employed in October, and in many cases 
much overtime was worked. In the cotton, woollen and worsted trades, 
however, employment was affected by the current Orders restricting con- 
sumption. 


Kmployment in coal mining continued good in most districts; it was very 
good at iron and shale mines, and good at tin and lead mines. Quarrying 
operations were interrupted by unfavourable weather, but employment was 
fairly good on the whole. 


In the pig iron industry employment continued good, and at iron and 
steel works very good. ‘he engineering and shipbuilding trades were 
working at high pressure, with much overtime. There were increases in 
the numbers of tinplate and steel sheet mills at work, and in most of the 
other metal trades employment continued good. 


In the cotton trade employment was still moderate; in the woollgn 
industry it continued good, while the worsted industry showed little change. 
All three industries were affected by the current Orders restricting con- 
sumption. In the hosiery, jute and textile bleaching, dyeing and finishing 
trades employment continued good. In the linen trade employment was good 
in Scotland; in Ireland it was affected by the tenters’ dispute in the Belfast 
district. Employment continued fairly good in the silk and carpet trades; 
in the lace trade it was very good in the plain net branch, fair in the curtain 
branch, and bad in the fancy lace section. 


Employment continued good on the whole in the leather trades, though 
some decline was reported in saddle and harness making. The boot and shoe 
trades were very busy. in ready-made tailoring employment continued 
good; the bespoke branch showed a further seasonal improvement. There 
was also a slight seasonal improvement with dressmakers and milliners in 
retail firms in London, Employment in the wholesale mantle, costume, 
blouse and corset trades was fairly good; in the shirt and collar trades it 
continued fair. With felt hatters employment continued moderate; with 
silk hatters it showed a decline. 


Private building work (except maintenance and repairs) continued slack, 
but the men remaining in the brick and building trades were generally well 
employed ; in the cement trade employment was good, and much overtime 
was worked. With coach builders and cabinet makers employment was good ; 
it was also good, on the whole, with french polishers and upholsterers; with 
millsawyers it was fairly good. In the paper, printing, bookbinding, glass 
and pottery trades employment continued good. In the food preparation 
trades it was good on the whole, the chocolate and sugar confectionery and 
biscuit and cake branches, however, were affected by the sugar shortage. 

Fair progress was made with agricultural operations during the month, 
and the shortage of labour was neutralised in a great degree by the employ- 
ment of soldiers, women and juveniles. 

Employment with dock labourers was good at Liverpool, only moderate in 
London, and slack at Bristol and certain East Coast ports; at the other ports 
it was fair. With fishermen it was also fair. The supply of able-bodied 
seamen and firemen at the principal ports was about equal to the demand. 





* For list of principal contents see p. 433. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF EMPIRE RESOURCKES. 
Work of the Imperial Institute. 


Numerous investigations by the Imperial Institute relating to the develop- 
ment of Empire industry and trade are summarised in a Report recently 
presented to the Executive Council of the Institute. As is natural under 
present circumstances, many of the investigations relate to the important 
questions of food supplies from the Colonies and India. 

Rangoon rice—The Department of Agriculture in Burma, which is 
devoting much attention to the improvement of Rangoon rice, has forwarded 
a series of twelve varieties of rice for examination, with a view to the 
-selection of those best suited for the British market. A report on the subject 
has been furnished, giving the opinions of British rice millers and others as 
to the types of rice required in this country; and further enquiries are in 
progress as to the value of these various rices for brewing, the manufacture 
of rice starch, and other industrial purposes. 

Maize.—Eleven different varieties of maize, grown experimentally in 
Nigeria, have been examined as to their suitability for export to the United 
Kingdom. The samples were all of good quality, and consignments of all of 
tltem, if shipped in good condition, would be readily saleable in this country 
for human consumption, as feeding stuffs for animals, or for the production 
of alcohol. 

Potatoes.—In continuation of efforts to encourage the production of 
potatoes in KHgypt, recommendations have been made to the Egyptian 
Government as to the best variety for the purpose, and arrangements have 
been completed for sowing. 

Sugar-cane wax.—A considerable amount of attention has been given in 

recent years to the recovery of wax from the waste produced in the 
extraction of sugar from the sugar-cane, and it is satisfactory to find that 
this industry has now been started on a small scale in Natal. Samples of 
the first consignment of Natal sugar-cane wax shipped to this country have 
been examined at the Imperial Institute and found to be of good quality, 
quite equal to that of the first trial samples made and examined. Sugar- 
cane wax is now becoming better known on the market, and could be used as 
a substitute for Carnauba wax in the manufacture of gramophone records, 
polishes, candles, etc. 

Other materials—Among other materials dealt with in the Report are 
Nyasaland tobacco, Rhodesian oil-seeds, Egyptian drugs, and British Hast 
African minerals. 





RUSSIAN DENUNCIATION OF COMMERCIAL TREATY 
WITH UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Foreign Office notify that H.M. Embassy at Petrograd has received 
from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs a Note, dated 24th October 
last, stating that economic conditions arising out of the war compel the 
Russian Government to take into consideration the revision of their existing 
commercial treaties. They therefore denounce the Commercial Treaty between 
the United Kingdom and Russia of 12th January, 1859. The Treaty will 
accordingly be terminated on 24th October, 1918. 
™The notice of denunciation is accompanied by the statement that the 
Russian Government will be ready to come to an agreement with H.M. 
Government in order that no inconvenience may be caused by the period of 
transition. 
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FOREIGN SEABORNE IMPORT TRADE OF 
BRITISH INDIA IN 1916-17. 


Competition of Japan and the United States with the United Kingdom. 


The following particulars relative to the foreign seaborne import trade 
of British India are taken from the Report of the Director of Statistics to 
the Indian Government, reviewing the trade of India for the year ended 
dist March, 1917 :— 

The value of the total foreign seaborne imports into British India of 
private merchandise and Government stores (excluding treasure) amounted 
to 1,60,23,57,000 rupees in 1916-17 as compared with 1,38,16,93,000 rupees in 
the previous year. By comparing the year’s trade, however, re-calculated at 
the prices prevailing in 1915-16, with the actual value of trade in 1915-16, 
there was a decrease in imports (on account of the decrease in volume) 
amounting to 14,49,22,000 rupees. Manufactured articles constituted over 
71 per cent. of the total value of imports of private merchandise in 1915-16, 
and over 73 per cent. of the total in the year under review. 

The following table shows the value of some of the principal imports (in 
private trade) of manufactured articles into British India in the years ended 
dist March, 1915, 1916, 1917 :— 





Year ended 3lst March. 





Manufactured Articles. — 








1915. 1916. 1917. 
| Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. 

Apparel . see wel ~—«',61,82,000 | 1,76,39,000 2,12,15,000 
Arms, ammunition, “and military] | 

stores ... 32,10,000 | 29,36,000 35,32,000 
Carriages and carts, including cycles 

and motor cars one 1,38,04,000 | 1,58,70,000 2,42,61 000 
Chemicals, drugs, and medicines 2,22,65,000 | 2.87, 27,000 3,50,87,000 
Cutlery, hardware, implements (ex-| | 

cept machine ane and instru-' | 

ments . - on 4,29,02,000 | 4,08,82,000 5,29,22,000 
Dyes and colours. . l ‘BO, 52,000 | = 1,29,67,000 2,33,27,000 
Furniture, cabinetware, and manu- | 

factures of wood om | 24,68,000 |  — 25,33,000 34,87,000 
Glassware and earthenware ... 1,41,71,000 | 1,55,02,000 2,00,81,000 
Hides and skins, tanned or drensed | 

and leather 29,32,C00 33,23,000 40,23,000 


Machinery of ‘all kinds, including 
belting for machinery 


Metals—Iron and steel, 


and manu-| 


| 
o| 
ne 
- 
| 
l, 
| 
| 





6,46,15,000 





5,25,71,000 


6,01,42,000 





factures thereof 9,75,05,000 9,18,52,000 8,86,81,000 
Metals, other than iron and steel 

and manufactures thereof .. 3,98,67,0C0 | 1,95,91,000 1,82,99,000 
Paper, pasteboard, and stationery 1,83,§9,000 | 2,01,04,000 3,10,64,000 
Railway plant and rolling stock 10,08,26,000 4,21,85,000 1,56,86,000 

Yarns and textile fabrics— | 
Cotton 48,99,89,000 | 43,27,55,000 53,06,46,000 
Silk.. 1,93,89,000 2,75,92,000 2,84,10,000 
Haberdasher; ry and ‘millinery 86,73,000 97,35,000 1,33,48,000 
Wool _ vin 1,88,47,000 95,86,000 1,97,04,000 
Others 59,80,000 72,37,000 1,16,65,000 
Miscellaneous 6,96,19,000 8,15,42,000 8,90,09,000 
Total ... .--| 1,06,66,85,000 | 93,51,29,000 | 1,09,46,19,000 





| 











Rupee = ls. 4d. at par exchange. 





The total value of the imports of merchandise into British India in 
1916-17 showed an increase of 13 per cent. over that of the previous year ; 
this figure has only been exceeded in the two pre-war years 1912-13 and 
1913-14. The chief increases, when compared with 1915-16, were in cotton 
manufactures (excluding grey piece goods), motor ¢ars and cycles, mineral 
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Foreign Seaborne Import Trade of British India in 1916-17. 





oil (other than kerosene), woollen goods, paper, and hardware; the most 
noticeable decrease was in railway plant and rolling stock. 

The following particulars are given with reference to some of the chief 
imports :— 

Cotton yarn.—Imports of cotton yarn declined from 40,427,000 Ib. in 
1915-16 to 29,530,000 lb. in 1916-17, a decrease of 27 per cent. The value 
of yarn and twist imported in 1916-17 amounted to 4,04,59,00U rupees, as 
compared with 3,67,70,000 rupees in 1915-16. Of the total imports, 
24,500,000 Ib. or nearly 83 per cent. came from the United Kingdom, and 
more than 4,000,000 lb.—chietly of counts Nos. 51 to 40, and also mercerised 
cotton y: came from Japan. If comparison be made with the previous 
year, the on of the United Kingdom in the imports of cotton twist and 
yarn decreased from 91 per cent. to 83 per cent., and the share of the 
Netherlands from 2°2 per cent. to less than 1 per cent., while the share 
of Japan increased from 1.7 per cent. to 13°6 per cent. 

It would appear that at the present time Indian mills are manufacturing 
better class yarns than was the case before the war. A member of one of 
the principal firms dealing in piece goods says with reference to the produc- 
tion of 1916-17, that “Indian mills are gradually becoming able to produce 
a better class of yarns, and this is borne out by the samples which I have 
seen of Indian-made grey goods, which are of a finer quality this year than 
anything I have previously seen.” 

Cotton piece-goods.—These are the most important items in the import 
trade of India. In 1916-17 piece-goods were imported to the total value of 
45,64,64,000 rupees, which total was made up as follows :—Grey goods (un- 
bleached), 16,86,98,000 rupees; white goods (bleached), 12,79,55,000 rupees 
coloured, printed or dyed goods, 15,08,84,000 rupees; and fents of all 
descriptions, 89,47,000 rupees. With the exception of coloured goods, all 
descriptions showed a decrease in the quantities imported, when compared 
with 1915-16. The decrease in grey goods was 26 per cent., and in white 
piece-goods 3 per cent.; coloured goods increased by 27 per cent. 

Cotton hosiery.—Imports in 1916-17 were valued at 1,41,00,000 rupees, 
compared with 64,00,000 rupees in 1915-16, an increase of 121 per cent. in 
value. Of the imports of cotton hosiery (chiefly undervests and similar 
goods), 90 per cent. came from Japan and 8 per cent. from the United 
Kingdom, as compared with 58 per cent. and 9 per cent. respectively in 
the previous year. 

Iron and steel.—Next to cotton manufactures and sugar, iron and steel 
were the most important seaborne imports in 1916-17. Prior to the war 
Belgium and Germany were the principal sources of supply of bars and 
ch: annels, and there has been, since the outbreak of war, a considerable 
increase in the imports of iron and steel goods from the United States, 
especially beams, pillars, girders, bridgework, bolts, nuts, hoops, strips, 
nails, rivets and washers. 

Hardware etc.—The principal features of the import trade in 1916-17 in 
regard to hardware were the increases in enamelled ironware and metal lamps, 
and the decrease in tinned or galvanised iron buckets. The total value of 
imports of hardware in 1916-17 amounted to 3,11,00,000 rupees, an increase of 
31 per cent. over the previous year. ‘The share of the United Kingdom 
declined trom 66 per cent. to 59 per cent., that of the United States increased 
from 18 per cent. to 19 per cent. and that of Japan from 7 per cent. to 16 per 
cent. Imports of enamelled ironware doubled when compared with 1915-16, 
owing entirely to larger shipments from Japan, although the figure did not 
reach that of 1915-14. Nearly 2,000,000 metal lamps were imported in 
1916-17; of these 80 per cent. came from the United States and 14 per cent. 
from Japan. The share of the imports previously held by enemy countries 
has been taken by the United States and Japan. The United Kingdom 
supplied 56 per cent. of the imports of cutlery, 23 per cent. came from Japan, 
and 19 per cent. from the United States. Imports of electro-plate came 
principally from the United Kingdom. , 
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Foreign Seaborne Import Trade of British India in 1916-17. 





Paper and pasteboard.—Imports under this classification amounted to 
2,35,00,000 rupees, an advance of 62 per cent. over the previous year. The 
share of the United Kingdom in imports of paper and pasteboard decreased 
from 58°4 per cent. in 1915-16 to 47°5 per cent. in 1916-17. The share of 
the trade of enemy countries in the imports of these goods has been taken 
by Norway, Sweden, Japan, and the United States ; the two latter countries 
considerably increased their shares in 1916-17, while imports from Norway 
and Sweden have also increased since the outbreak of war; this is said to be 
due to the introduction of a direct line of steamers between Scandinavia 
and India. Japan produces more paper than she requires, and, assisted by 
direct steamer communication with India, she has found a good market in 
India for packing, printing, and other kinds of paper, pasteboard, millboard, 
and cardboard. 


Motor cars.—The chief feature in 1916-17 of the import trade in motor 
cars was the large increase in imports from the United States. In 1916-17 
the number of cars imported from the United States was 4,169, as compared 
with 2,136 in 1915-16. Imports from the United Kingdom declined from 787 
cars in 1915-16 to 48Y in 1916-17. 


Glass and glassware.—The effects of the war are patent in the imports of 
glass and glassware, which in 1916-17 amounted in value to 1,50,60,000 
rupees. ‘The value of the average imports from the enemy countries during 
the five years previous to the war, was equal to about 57 per cent. of the 
trade. With the disappearance from the Indian market of enemy goods, 
imports from Japan in 1916-17 increased more than six times in value, 
when compared with the average of pre-war years. Imports of plate-glass 
from the United Kingdom increased in 1916-17; previous to the war this 
commodity came largely from Belgium. 


Matches.—There was a decrease in imports of matches in 1916-17, when 
11,000,000 gross were imported, as compared with 18,000,000 gross in 1915-16 
and nearly 14,000,000 gross in 1913-14. British matches have almost disap- 
peared from the market, ‘This once more illustrates the desire of the native 
Indian to obtain what he wants at the lowest possible price. British matches 
are good, while those of Japanese make are ordinarily of very inferior quality; 
but the latter are cheap and, as the native is content with a poor quality at 
a low price, occupy the market to the exclusion of the more highly-priced 
goods—even to the detriment of cheap Swedish matches. In 1913-14 
the percentage shares of the United Kingdom, Japan and Sweden were 0°7, 
o8 and 26 respectively; in 1916-17 the percentages were 0°4, 85 and 13. 


Shares of United Kingdom, Japan and the United States. 


United Kingdom.—The share of the United Kingdom in the total import 
trade of India in 1916-17 was 58°7 per-cent., as compared with 59°4 per cent. 
in the preceding year. ‘I'he percentage share of the United States increased 
from 6 per cent. in 1915-16 to 7°3 per cent., while that of Japan increased 
from 5°7 per cent. to 8°9 per cent. 

Imports of merchandise from the United Kingdom in 1916-17 were valued 
at £58,521,000, as compared with £52,206,000 in the previous year and 
£61,959,000 in 1914-15. ‘The principal classes of merchandise imported from 
the United Kingdom were (in order of importance) cotton manufactures, 
metals and machinery, and railway plant, these items accounting for 
£39,726,000 in 1916-17. 


Japan.—The most conspicuous feature in the distribution of trade in 
1916-17 was the growth of imports from Japan, which have increased by 
266 per cent., as compared with pre-war figures. Imports into British India 
from Japan increased in value from £4,998,000 in 1915-16 to £8,889,000 
in 1916-17. The increase was chiefly in cotton piece goods, yarn and hosiery, 
woollen textiles, apparel, chemicals, earthenware and porcelain, glass and 
glassware, hardware, paper and pasteboard, timber, sugar, and toys. 





aa 
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Foreign Seaborne Import Trade of British India in 1916-17. 





The following table shows the value of some of the principal imports into 
India from Japan during each of the last three years :— 


Imports from Japan. 











— 1914-15. 1915-16. 1916-17. 
Le ee Te | 
£ | £ £ 

Camphor... 109,000 | 139,000 163,000 
Cotton yarn and manufactures 736,000 | 958,000 3,042,000 
Glass and glassware 131,000 | 400,009 599,000 
Hardware ms 33,000 | 117,000 333,000 
Matches ... 461,000 | 705,000 604,000 
Silk yarn and manufactures _ 626,000 | 991,000 957,000 
Sugar, 16 Dutch standard and above wale 14,000 | 248,000 274,000 
Total, all articles ... 2,966,000 | 4,998,000 | 8,889,000 





United States.—There has been a remarkable growth in the trade with 
the United States, the value of the imports from that country since the war 
having increased by 144 per cent. Imports into British India from 
the United States in 1916-17 were valued at £7,304,000, as compared with 
£5,247,000 in 1915-16. The increase occurred chiefly in hardware, wood 
and timber, dyeing and tanning substances, motor cars and cycles, etc., 
paper and pasteboard, provisions and oilman’s stores, and mineral oils, while 
imports of cotton piece-goods declined. 

The following table shows the value of some of the principal classes of 
imports into India from the United States during the last three years :— 
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Imports from the United States. 








ana 1914-15. 1915-16. 1916-17. 
£ £ £ 

Cotton piece goods 173,000 257,000 204,000 
Dyeing and tanning substances — 3,000 281,000 
Hardware ' 155,000 292,000 392,000 
Instruments and appar: atus 48,000 79,000 135,000 
Iron and steel 368,000 1,600,000 1,628,0°':0 
Machinery and millw ork 173,000 191,000 279,000 
Motor cars and cycles, ete. 91,000 391,000 973,000 
Oils, mineral .. 1,647,000 | 1,670,000 2,074,000 
Paper and pastebo ard . 17,000 | 22,000 143,000 
Provisions and oilman’s stores 41,000 | 50,000 131,000 
Railway plant and rolling stock 85,000 61,000 66,000 
Wood and timber ven 15,000 56,000 137,000 
Total, all articles... 3,120,000 5,247,000 7,304,090 








—s 


BRITISH VICE-CONSULATE AT CHANTILLY CLOSED. 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence is notified,by the Foreign 
Office that the British Vice-Consulate at Chantilly has been closed. 
(D.C.1. 52,5806.) 
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RECENT FRENCH REGULATIONS AFFECTING 
TRADE. 


The following is a summary of certain current legislation or administrative 
action in France affecting trade, which has been compiled from the text of 
Decrees and Orders published in recent issues of the “ Journal Officiel’’* :— 





Organisation of Credit in the Invaded Districts. 


A Presidential Decree, dated Ist October (published 4th October), creates, 
in connection with the Ministry of Finance, a Commission for studying the 
organisation of the appropriate means of credit to facilitate the;economic 
recovery of the invaded districts of France. The Decree also names the 
members of this Commission. 


Provision of Agricultural Machinery and Implements. 


A Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture, dated 15th October (published 
l6th October), establishes at that Ministry a Department of Agricultura! 
Material, which Department is to concern itself with questions connected 
with the provision of agricultural machinery and implements. 


Appointment of Cold Storage Commission. 


A Decree of the Ministry of Maritime Transports and Mercantile Marine. 
dated 17th October (published 19th October), creates, in connection with 
this Ministry, a Commission to consider the provision of the necessary 
cold-storage plant to deal with imported meat and fishery preducts. The 
Decree also names the members of this Commission. 


Measures regarding Rationing, Requisitions, Maximum Prices, etc. 
A Presidential Decree, dated 16th October (published 18th October), 


provides for submitting to requisition (1) all industrial or conimercial estab- 
lishments connected with the manutacture, etc. of boots, shoes, etc.; (2) all 
machinery and tools utilised by such establishments; and (3) all materials 
or products employed in the manufacture, etc. of boots, shoes, etc. All 
manufacturers, etc. were required to make a declaration before 15th Novem- 
ber of their stocks held on 3lst October of (a) prepared hides, (b) grinder, 
and other footwear accessories, and (c) all machines and tools used in this 
industry. 


A Presidential Decree, dated 16th October (published 18th October), 
required a declaration before 10th November of all stocks (exceeding certain 
specified weights) in France and Algeria of flax seed far sowing (linseed), flax, 
linen yarn and piece goods, elc., held on 25th October. Another Presidential 
Decree, of the same date and day of publication, required a declaration 
before 10th November of all stocks (exceeding certain specified numbers) in 
France and Algeria of raw or prepared hides of horses, mules, and asses, held 
on 25th{October. 


A’* Presidential Decree, dated 30th October (published 1st November), 
makes provision for the rationing in oats of horses and mules in the 
Department of the Seine (7.e., the Paris district). A Decree of the Ministry 
of Food Supply, of the same date and day of publication, appoints the 
members of the Central Rationing Committee created by the foregoing 
Presidential Decree. A Decree of the Ministry of Food Supply, dated 
29th October (published 31st October), fixes, as from lst November, maximum 
prices for the sale of potatoes and beans. (D.C.I. 53,035.) 





* The text (in French) of the above-mentioned Decrees, etc., may be consulted by 
British! firms interested at the Department of Commercial Intelligence, 73, Basinghall 
Street,* London, H.C. 2. 
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THE ECONOMIC FUTURE OF SPAIN. 


Appointment of Commission to consider Post-Bellum Foreign Trade. 

H.M. Embassy at Madrid has forwarded a translation of a Spanish Royal 
Order, dated 8th October and published in the official “ Gaceta de Madrid ”’ 
of 15th October, ordering that a Commission of the Directorate-General of 
Industry and Commerce should, within a period of four months, draw up and 
present to the Government a Memorandum dealing with questions relating to 
the foreign trade of Spain. 

In the preamble to this Order it is stated, in effect, that in dealing with the 
present difficulties that confront the economic life of Spain, the determina- 
tion of the country will be strengthened by the widening of its horizon 
beyond the needs of the day, and by anticipating from now the needs of the 
future. In this respect Spain need but take example from the belligerent 
countries, which, in the midst of the contest, investigate and speculate as to 
the best means for trade expansion in the markets of the world. This opinion 
is strengthened by a consideration of what is referred to as the characteristic 
and privileged position of Spain with regard to commerce in the future, 
since the character of her international transactions will allow her to 
maintain in the economic domain the same neutrality as she has maintained 
in the political sphere. Indeed, Spain being an exporter of minerals and 
foodstuffs, which are necessary to countries that have hitherto acquired 
them, and at the same time an importer of manufactured articles which are 
offered under severe competition, the country can take an impartial attitude 
enabling it to come to an agreement with all parties, intent solely on increasing 
the wealth of the country. On the other hand, Spain stands in the same 
need of importing some raw materials for its industries, and wishes to place 
on the world markets some of the products of its great industries. 

The Royal Order directs the Commission to deal in its Memorandum 
with the tollowing matters, among others :— 

(1) The state of the foreign trade of Spain in 1913 and 1914—including 
information regarding the countries with which such trade was maintained ; 
the articles it consisted of; the competition encountered ; and the reason 
why Spanish manufacturers found it impossible to retain markets. 

(2) ‘The disturbance of or modifications in the world market occasioned by 
the war—including particulars in regard to nations that have suspended 
their exports; nations that have maintained their export trade, and to what 
extent and under what conditions ; markets lost and won by Spain; Spanish 
industries that have increased their produ:tive capacity by entering such 
markets; and enquiry as to the permanent or transitory character of new 
exports from Spain, as well as the strengthening of former branches of the 
export trade. 

(3) Analysis of the economic consequences of the war—including the possi- 
bility of economic wars being instituted, and of the formation of two great 
irreconcilable groups, or the necessity in which these latter may find themselves 
of living together economically with no greater separation than that of certain 
differential tariffs among allies, or the forced submission of both parties to 
the economic laws of reciprocity and exchange; the consequences to Spain 
of one and the other forms of political economy, and the foundation on which 
the country may base the continuation of its economic relations with the 
various groups; an enquiry into the system of commercial treaties, including 
a consideration of the “ most favoured nation” clause; the system of a 
defensive Customs ‘Tariff against any article artificially favoured by an 
export bounty in the country of origin, as well as a tariff for encouraging 
and helping Spanish industries. 

Finally, as it is considered neither conceivable nor desirable that the 
economic independence of any country should be so great as to isolate it 
completely from the rest of the world, the Commission is to include in its 
Memorandum a classification, according to countries, markets and products, 
of the goods which Spain can contribute towards the trade of the world in 
such a manner as to allow of Spain obtaining the supplies that foreigners 
can supply, at the same time building up strong home industries by acquiring 
outlets abroad. (D.C.1. 52,728.) 

|The abave may be read in conjunction with an article on the development 
of agriculture and connected industries in Spain, which will be found on 
p. 361 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 15th November. | 
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UNITED STATES PRIORITY SCHEME FOR 
ORDERS AND WORK. 


Regulations have been issued by the United States Priorities Committee 
of the War Industries Board of the Council of National Defence respecting 
priority in orders and work for all individuals, firms, associations and 
corporations in the United States engaged in the production of iron and 
steel and in the manufacture of products thereof. 


Under the regulations all orders and work are divided into three classes :— 


Class A comprises war work, that is to say, orders and work urgently 
necessary in carrying on the war, such as arms, ammunition, ships, etc., and 
the materials required in their manufacture. 

Class B comprises orders and work which, while not primarily designed 
for the prosecution of the war, yet are of public interest and essential to the 
national welfare, or otherwise of exceptional importance. 


Class C comprises all orders and work not embraced in Class A or 
Class B. 

All orders henceforth will be classed as Class C, unless covered by certifi- 
cates of the Priorities Committee. No certificates will be issued for Class C 
orders. 

Orders and work in Class A will take precedence over those in Class B, 
and both these classes will be given priority over Class OC, irrespective of 
the date when orders were received. Class A and Class B will, in turn, be 
separated into subdivisions to be designated as Class Al, A2, A3, A4, etc., 
and Class Bl, B2, B3, B4, etc., each composed of orders within the Class which 
are regarded respectively as of greater moment and to be given precedence 
in accordance with the serial number. All materials required in the manu- 
facture of an article or in the prosecution of any work, will be entitled to take 
the class of such article or work unless otherwise specified. 


Basis of New Certificates. 


For the administration of the regulations, certificates will be issued by the 
Priorities Committee upon application, specifying the classification of the order 
of work. Certificates of a subsidiary nature will be issned upon request for 
the furnishing of material and articles required in manufacturing the article 
or prosecuting the work ordered. War orders of the Allies as wellas of the 
United States will be placed in Class A, in the case of those already con- 
tracted for. All orders placed prior to the date of the circular by the War 
and Navy Departments or the Emergency Fleet Corporation of the United 
States will be classed as sub-division Al of Class A, unless otherwise ordered. 
Orders already placed by the Allies for war materials will be classed as sub- 
division A2 of Class A, unless otherwise ordered. 


Applications for Class A certificates will be made to the Committee by the 
contracting office or agency of the United States, or in the case of Allies, by 
their authorised agents. Applications for subsidiary certificates covering 
materials, articles, or work required in the manufacture of Class A products 
will be made by the contractor to whom the principal Class A certificate has 
been addressed. 

Applications for Class B certificates will be made to the Committee by the 
individual, firm or corporation for the expedition of whose contract the 
priority order is desired; while subsidiary certificates for materials, as in the 
case of Class A certificates, will be applied for by the contractor to whom the 
principal Class B certificate has been addressed. 
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SITUATION IN THE COTTON YARN INDUSTRY 
IN JAPAN, 


Remarkable Rise in Prices in first half of 1917. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. EK. F. Crowe, C.M.G.) has 
forwarded a copy of the August issue of the “ Japan Financial and Economic 
Monthly ” ( Tokio), containing an article on the phenomenal rise in price of 
cotton yarn in Japan during the period January-July this year, from which 
the following extracts have been made :— 

The diminished supply of British cotton yarn to the eastern and southern 
world markets through the scarcity of tonnage ; the consequent increased 
foreign demand for Japanese yarn, in addition tothe brisk demand in Japan 
itself, due to the commercial prosperity brought about by the war; the 
small supply of raw cotton in proportion to the demand for yarn; and 
the over-speculation in yarn—these causes have combined to raise the 
price of this staple in Japan to quite an unexpected level. From 160 yen in 
January and February last, the quotation at the Produce Exchange of Osaka 
suddenly rose to 200 yen at the middle of April. For nearly fifty days after 
that the price hovered between 220 yen and 240 yen, till on 6th June 250 
yen was reached, to the amazement of the trade. A still higher level 
(300 yen) was reached on 2nd July, but this was not to be the highest, for 
the price jumped to 400 yen on 16th July, and to 470 yen on 2lst July, 
when the Produce Exchange was obliged to suspend its transactions. ‘his 
timely measure taken by the authorities of the Exchange had the effect of 
cooling the market to a certain extent, but when the market was re-opened 
on the 24th July the rising tendency remained sufficiently strong to make 
the quotation for the August delivery start at 463 yen. In this latter month 
a reaction set in, and the price fell below 400 yen, but it remained still in 
the neighbourhood of 350 yen, with every likelihood of rising again te 
400 yen, and of going beyond that amount on the slightest occasion. 


Large Margin of Profit. 


The price of yarn in normal times is calculated by putting together the 
cost of raw cotton, the wages of operatives and the profit to the mill-owners. 
The present quotation has nothing to do with this mode or calculation. To 
cite an illustration, “ Indian broach ” being quoted at about 70-yen per 100 
kin, the price of 350 kin of raw cotton required for making one bale of yarn 
would be 245 yen. ‘I'he cost of labour, estimated at 20 yen for 20 counts, and 
allowing for a 30 per cent. increase under the present circumstances, would 
be 26 yen. The total cost of production then would be 271 yen, (i.e. 245 yen 
plus 26 yen), which would mean a profit of about 190 yen per bale, if the 
quotation at the Produce Exchange were maintained at 460 yen. A profit of 
30 yen per bale is considered a good return in normal times; a 50 yen margin 
was a record-making rate in the past. Even when computed at the price 
ruling since the beginning of August, the profit to the spinner cannot fall 
far below 80 yen. Spinning companies might naturally be expected to be 
only too eager to book orders at the last quotation, but the fact is that they 
entered into contracts for delivery far into the first half of 1918, when 
and after the quotation at the Produce Exchange had reached 200 yen. 
Most of the spinning companies in Japan laid in stocks of Indian cotton 
when if was still quoted at about 40 yen, so that with the price of yarn even 
at 250 yen they could clear a profit of nearly 80 yen, and at the present rate the 
temptation to sell must be still greater, but for the reason above stated they 
have to be content with the role of mere on-lookers now. ‘This is the reason 
why the yarn market still remains so strong. 


Causes of Rise in Price of Yarn. 


In addition to those mentioned above, there are other causes making 
for the rise in the price of yarn, among them being the inflation of the 
currency, the general rise in the price of commodities, and the increased 
cost of production. A comparison made with prices of certain other staple 
commodities shows that up to the end of May the increase in the price ot 
yarn was fairly proportionate to that of the rise in prices of those other 
commodities. Since that month cotton yarn has shown a remarkable rise, 
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Sitwation in the Cotton Yarn Industry in Japan. 





———— 


not necessarily connected with the appreciation of other commodities. 
The limited supply of yarn, compared with the increased demand, is 
another potent cause of its rise in price, and there is little likelihood of 
the situation being improved for some time to come. For, although all the 
Japanese spinning companies have made preparations for increasing the 
number of their spindles, the import of spinning machinery from the United 
Kingdom has been practically stopped since the outbreak of war, only seventy 
or eighty thousand spindles having been imported into Japan since the 
beginning of 1917. The total number of spindles at work in May, 1917, was 
2,833,207, as compared with 2,765,329 in May, 1916, and 2,797,078 in January, 
1917. Thus, despite great efforts to increase their productive capacities, 
Japanese spinning companies barely succeeded in increasing the number of 
their spindles in May last by almost 70,000 over the corresponding month of 
last year, and by only 36,000 over January last. There has been some talk of 
introducing American spinning machinery (see p. 268 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3rd May last), but the difference of standards proved a stumbling 
block. Some persons are reported to have attempted the manufacture of 
spinning machinery in Japan, but even presuming that these efforts are 
rewarded with success, they may not be able to answer the pressing need to 
any appreciable extent. 

Another factor which las affected the capacity of the spinning companies 
is the difficulty of procuring the requisite labour in all departments of 
Japanese industry, but particularly in cotton spinning, which affords less 
inducements to men and women workers than are offered in other industries. 

Besides the causes already enumerated the productive power per spindle 
has been reduced owing to the operation of the Factory Law since last year 
(see p. 972 of the “ Board of ‘rade Journal” of 28th September, 1916). 


Production of Cotton Yarn. 


Despite the slight gain in the number of working days during the period 
January—May, 1917, the working hours decreased in a sufficiently serious 
degree to affect the productive power per day per spindle. The decrease 
must have been much more pronounced in the summer months, and thus 
there is no hope of the production being increased in the immediate future. 
As a matter of fact, the production diminished after January last to the 
extent of 18,828 bales. The production of baies in May, 1917, was 166,118 
bales, as compared with 167,605 in May, 1916, and each of the first four 
months of 1917 has shown a similar decrease in comparison with the corres- 
ponding month in 1916. 


Home Consumption of Cotton Yarn. 


The yarn consumed by the weaving companies in the period January—May, 
1917, signally increased when compared with the corresponding period of 
the preceding year, and consequently the amount supplied to the general 
market fell off by 538 bales. 

As regards the general outlook, Chinese cotton spinning mills are ex- 
pected ultimately to be driven to decrease their working hours, owing to the 
difficulty in the way of importing Indian cotton, and this will probably result 
in an increased demand in China for Japanese yarn. The South American 
markets, deprived of their usual supplies from Manchester, have also sent 
enquiries to some of the Japanese spinning mills. Everything, therefore, 
points to a smaller supply of yarn in the Japanese home market for some 
considerable time to come. 

In connection with the foregoing, H.M. Commercial Attaché has also for- 
warded an extract from the “ Japan Advertiser ” of 30th August, from which 
it appears that the Japanese cotton yarn market experienced a serious slump, 
which not only caused a heavy drop in the price of yarn but in the shares of 
all cotton spinning companies. As an indication of this slump the journal 
mentioned compares the quotations for yarn for December delivery on 24th 
July and 29th August, which were respectively 465 yen and 299°95 yen, a 
decline of 165°05 yen. (D.C.1. 50,293.) 


Yen = 2s, 04d. at par exchange ; kin= 1°32 Ib. 
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IMPORTATION OF BRITISH GOODS INTO 
FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


Licences issued by the French Customs Office in London to be sent to 
United Kingdom Exporter. 


With reference to the notice printed at pp. 303-5 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 8th November, the Board of Trade are now informed by 
the French Customs Office in London that, in future, with a view to avoiding 
delays which sometimes occur under the existing procedure, both the original 
and copy licences issued by that Office will be sent to the exporter in the 
United Kingdom, instead of the original being sent (as heretofore)* direct to 


‘the consignee in France (or to the forwarding agent, if desired) and the copy 


being sent, for information, to the exporter in this country. Under the new 
arrangement, the original licence must be attached to the shipping papers 
(or to the Customs declarations in cases where goods are sent by parcel post), 
and will accompany the goods in order to be produced to the French 
Customs authorities on clearance in France. The copy licence will, as beiore, 
be available for presentation to the shipping companies or to the postal 
authorities. 


Particulars required in Applications for Import Licence. 


The French Customs Office in London have notified that in future the 
name of the forwarding agent in France or Algeria (nom du transitaire & 
Varrivée) need not be shown on applications for licences submitted to that 
Office. This item need not therefore be inserted in written or typed forms 
of application, and may be left blank in the case of forms already printed. 

It is also notified that the invoice value of the goods to which the applica- 
tion relates should always be given in English money and not in French 
money. 


Licences for Artificial Rubber to be issued by the French Customs 
Office in London. 


The *rench Customs Office in London have informed the Board of Trade 
tbat French import licences in respect of artificial rubber (caoutchouc factice) 
of United Kingdom origin are to be issued by that Office, although the 
material is, for French Customs purposes, assimilated to linseed dil and 
classified under No. 110 of the French Customs Tariff. 

Linseed oil itself, in common with other oils classified under the Tariff No. 
quoted—No. 110—is included in the list of articles in respect of which French 
import licences are not issued in J.ondon but by the competent authorities in 
Paris—see the notice at pp. 31-35 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 
4th October. } (C. 16,754; C. 16,687; C. 16,208.) 











* See the ante-penultimate paragraph on p. 304 of the “ Journal” for the 8th 
November. 
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TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 





DOMINION OF CANADA, 


The Board of Trade have received copy of Appraisers’ Bulletin (No. 1583), 
dated 9th October, 1917, which has been issued by the 
Customs Decisions. Canadian Department of Customs, and which contains 
decisions as to the classification of various articles 

under the Customs ‘Tariff on their importation into the Dominion. 
The following are the principal decisions contained in the Bulletin, viz. :— 











Rates of Import Duty.* 


| 


| Tariff ied: 
. ~la } Y > 2 
AStHONe. | Item. . — ' Under the | Under the 
Intermediate| General 
IPA } 
Preferential Tariff. Tariff. 


Tariff. 


e —— —~_--- -_——— —— — ——« 





Magic baking powder can or box 
wrappers or labels ... ...per lb. | 178 10 cents.* 15 cents.* 15 cents.* 
Cover lips, damper screw shells and 
swing catches or door catches, 


manufactured of tin ..4d val, |451(A) 5 per cent.* 7% percent.* 10 per cent.* 
Anthracite coal briquettes - | 586 Free. Free. Free. 
Canned turtle meat ... ...24 val. 8 17} percent.* 25 per cent.*/272 per cent.* 





The Board of Trade have received; through the Colonial Office, copy of an 


in C il of Ov 
Exportation of Silver Spruce Pro- Order in Council of the 11th October, 


ie Aye 1917, which has been issued by the 
hibited except to British Ports. Dominion Government, prohibiting the 


exportation (except under licence) of silver spruce to all destinations abroad, 
other than the United Kingdom, British Possessions, and Protectorates. 


(C. 16,657.) 


The Board of Trade have also received copy of Appraisers’ Bulletin 
Revised Decision as to ise ] 589), ce age October, ee 
Duty on certain Hard Soap. contains & reviser decision as to ne import 
duty on certain kinds of hard soap, viz. :— 
Hard soap (not being whale oil soap or Castile soap), when the fair market 
value thereot at the place of manufacture abroad is over 10} cts. per Ib. 
wholesale, shall be rated for duty under ‘Tariff item 228 as soap not otherwise 
provided for, as follows :— 


Under the British Preferential Tariff ... 22) % ad valorem.* 
™ ,, intermediate Tariff aa ~ .. oot % ,, -~_'* 
- . General Tarif ae as i 2 O24 f 


*9 +B * 
(C. 16,605.) 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of Order No. A231, dated 27th July, 
; 1917, which has been issued by the Commonwealth 
a Department of Trade and Customs under the “ Com- 

Canned Foodstuffs. ™erce (Trade Descriptions) Act, 1905.” 
Section 8 (a) of the Regulations issued under this 


_ 





—— 





* In addition to the duties specified above, a war tax of 5 per cent. ad valorem is levied 
under the British Preferential Tariff, and of 74 per cent. ad valorem under the 
Intermediate and General Tariffs, in accordance with the “Customs War Revenue 
Act, 1915.” 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—continued. 


Act (Statutory Rules No. 347 of 1915) provides that, in addition to the 
“ trade description ” which is required to be applied to certain specified goods 
in order that their importation into the Commonwealth may be permitted, in 
the case of articles used as food or drink by man containing any deleterious 
or preservative substance, the “trade description” shall include a statement 
setting forth that the articles contain the deleterious or preservative sub- 
stance, and in the case of preservative substances, the amount thereof per 
pint or pound weight of the goods. 

In connection with this Section, the present Order states that in the case 
of canned foodstuffs, such as sardines, lobsters, preserved fruits, etc., tin or 
any of its compounds, when in excess of 2 grains per lb., will be regarded as 
a “ deleterious substance. ” (C. 16,566.) 


The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette ” of the 26th July contains copy of 

. a Drawback Notice (No, 129) which has been 

sag aps oan issued by the Commonwealth Department ot 

. ‘ — Trade and Customs. It is provided in this Notice 

that drawback of the amount of duty paid may be allowed under the provisions 

of the Customs Regulations, 1915, on celluloid combs, celluloid pins, and 

similar articles, imported plain and set with imitation precious stones within 

the Commonwealth, upon the exportation of such combs, pins, etc., and after 
compliance with the said Regulations. (C. 16,565.) 


With reference to the Proclamation of 10th August, 1917, prvhibiting the 

: - importation into Australia, mter alia, of jeweller 
ipperiation 6 ortted. and imitation jewellery, the High Picsisiedianine 
Jewellery Permitted. 1... received advice from the Commonwealth 
Department of Trade and Customs that collar studs and sleeve links, other 
than those classifiable under Tariff [tem 3515, the relevant portions of which 
are as follows :— 


“ Jewellery n.e.i..........and all articles n.e.i. partly or wholly made 
of gold or silver” 


will be admitted to the Commonwealth. The articles named, if gilt or of 
rolled gold would not be regarded as being partly of gold. 


With reference to the Pan ae a o_o in the “ Commonwealth 
. azette”’ of 16t arch, 1916, prohibiting the 
a. - importation into Australia, inter a, of any mili- 
gear ye va a tary badge or cf any goods to which is applied a 
po oneal ‘Military representation of any badge as aforesaid, except by 
Badges permission of a competent authority, the High 
Commissioner is advised by the Commorwealth 
Department of Defence that no objection will be taken by that Department 
to the importation of art metal goods such as Ash Trays, Photograph 
Frames, Match Box Holders, etc., embossed with the design of the Common- 
wealth Military Forces Universal Badge, provided that such articles are not 
made in a form in which they could be worn on a military uniform. 


(C. 16,922.) 
TERRITORY KNOWN AS “GERMAN EAST AFRICA.” 


. Ld a ‘ 
Ports gi een he — opened Se notice on page. 404. 








EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel”’ ot the 13th October contains a list of revised 
: . Tariff Valuations (No. 32) for use in assessing 

Vv eh caligy or i onll the duties on cotton yarns imported into 
a : ‘ Egypt from the Sth October to the 4th 


December, 1917, or until denunciation, as follows :— 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





EGY PT—continued. 





Import valuations 
Articles. | per kilogramme 
| (2°2046 lb.). 





Cotton single yarns, grey and bleached— | Milliemes,* 
From India— | 
Nos. 4 to 12 _ _ — ves ome 158 
Nos. 14 to 20 sie oat _ a eins 7 203 
From other countries— | 
Nos. 4 to 12 ae _ a wine one 251 
Nos. 14 to 20 260 
Knittings — 
From India— | 
Nos. 3 to 12 wie oes a ‘i _ 206 
From other countries— | 
Nos, 3 to 12 ons ove eee we one 289 
Cotton sewings, grey or bleached— 
From India — sue - en wi _ 282 
»  oOthercountries. wee wn 304 
Cotton doubled yarns, grey and bleached, Nos. venane _ 344 
Cotton cable yarns, No. 20 ‘ _ _ 344 
Turkey red cotton single yarns .. one owe ovs cee 312 
Other coloured cotton single yarns one 312 
Gassed or mercerised or prepared yarns, grey, bleached, or 
dyed— 
, From India _ owe on on one wos ad valorem, 
» Other countries... ous one on sie ™ 








Note.—Daty is leviable on the valuations shown at the rate of 8 per cent. 
The tare allowance for bales is fixed at 3 per cent. 
* 1,009 milliemes = £E. 1 = £1 Os. 6d. (C. 16,782.) 





BAHAMAS. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of * The Expiring Laws Continuance 

Act, 1917” (No. X of 1917), dated 20th 

Surtax of 10 per cent. on June, 1917, which provides, inter alia, that 

Goods subject to ad valorem ; : 

Ration te be esatianed. the surtax of 10 per cent. imposed by the 

“Tariff Amendment Act, 1915,” on all 

goods subject to ad valorem duties on their importation into the Colony 

shall be continued for a period of one year, and from thence to the end of 
the next Session of the Legislature. (C. 16,751.) 





NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of information 
Additions to from H.M. Minister at Christiania to the effect that 
List of Prohibited barrels, casks, and kegs have been added to the list of 
Benorts. goods the exportation of which from Norway is 
P prohibited. (C. 16,712.) 
[Note-—The exportation of herring barrels, empty and new, was already 
prohibited. ] 





DENMARK. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of information 
p mS 5 . 
Increase of to the effect that the Customs duty on beer imported 
Customs Duty into Denmark has been increased by 9 Ore per kilo- 
on, Hear. gramme. 
The former rates of duty, as fixed by the Law of the 
8th June, 1912, were as follows :— 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





DENMARK—coniinued. 


Beer, mead, and malt-extract beer: 


Ore. 
In glass bottles, flasks and jugs 7 4 ... Kilog. 33 
Other , 27 


(Kilog. = 2°2046 lb. avoir. ; kr. (100 Gre) = Is. 13d.) 
[The Excise duty on beer produced in Denmark has also been increased— 
see the notice on page 422. (C. 16,898.) 


By a recent Danish Law, the Customs duties on tobacco imported into 
Denmark have been increased, with effect from the 
Increase of Customs : a rs 
lst September, as shown in the subjoined state- 
Duty on Tobacco. ron oH 


| Kr. (100 Gre) = Is. 14d. ; kilog. = 2°2046 lb. avoirdupois. ' 





Rate of Duty. 








— Articles. 
Former. New. 
Tubacco and tobacco substitutes — Kr. Ore. Kr. ore. 
254 Leaves and stalks (not including those! Per kilog. Per kiloq. 
sauced, or in rolls, or stemmed roll 
tobacco) ... _ ine we — 0 64 1 00 
255 Cigars ~ one _ ses ~ 2 20 2 80 
i; O. 64 1 00 
256 Cigarettes 7 plus plus 
130 % ad val.| 30 % ad val. 
| Per kilog. Per kilog. 
257 Other we _ ja _ “- 0 80 1 20 





—-__—_ --— 


(C. 16,898.) 
Stamp Duties on See the notice under “ Excise Tariff Changes” on 
Cigars, Cigarettes, etc. page 422. 





’ 


Internal Duty on See the notice under “ Excise Tariff Changes ” on 
Wine. page 422. 





DENMARK (Iceland). 
State Monopoly of Petroleum Trade. See notice on p. 427. 





FRANCE (Madagascar). 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the loreign Office, of copy of a 

Regulations concerning Decree of the Governor-General of Madagascar, 

the Importation of published on the lst September, promulgating 

Arseniates of Soda or the Presidential Decree of the 27th June, 1917, 

Potash relative to the admission of arseniates of soda and 

; potash into Madagascar and its Dependencies. 

This Decree provides that arseniates of potash or of soda shall not be 

admitted to importation into the Colony for other than medicinal or veterinary 

— except in the form of a powder tonforming to the following 
ormula :— 


Parts. 
Arseniate of soda or of potash, pulverised ... _ oo. 2000 
Aloes or guassia amara, pulverised ... ed vik a 
Animal black _... ee - 0°75 


A period of three months from the date of promulgation of the Decree is 
accorded to importers, after which they must conform to these new regula- 
tions concerning the import of arseniate of soda or of potash. (C. 16,640.) 
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PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of information 
. ,, trom H.M. Minister at Lisbon to the effect that 
Exportation of bse S by a Portuguese Decree, No. 3507, published in 
Hair Nets prohibited. the “ Diario do Governo ” for the 3rd November, 
women’s hair nets of silk or hair are included in the list of goods, annexed to 
Decree No. 3115, which may only be exported from Portugal under licence 
issued by the Ministry of Finance. (C. 16,916.) 


The “ Diario do Governo ” for the 25th October contains a Decree, No. 3484 
, , whick provides that pressed or dried fish, fish in 
ee, « ceberesy brine, en dried iawn hitherto Late 9 in 
kinds of Fish prohibited. Schedule B annexed to the Decree of the 30th 
November, 1916, shall be transferred to Schedule A of the same Decree 
(goods the export of which is in principle prohibited, but which may be 
allowed to be exported under licence of the Ministry of Finance, subject to 
the payment of special export surtaxes). (C. 16,919.) 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Argentine “Boletin Oficial” for the 22nd an contains a Decree, 

dated the 15th August, which abrogates the Decree of 
Importation of = +}. 92nd December, 1904, relating to the importation 
Plants and Seeds. of plants and seeds. 

The effect of the present Decree is that plants and seeds imported into the 
Argentine Republic in small parcels (encomiendas) or in passengers’ baggage 
(equipaje) will be subject to the regulations contained in the Decree of the 
23rd August, 1902, as to the inspection of imported plants and seeds. 


(D.C.T. 53,037.) 





JAPAN. 


Port of Wakamatsu ovened to Foreign Trade: 


+ M4 S . 1 4” 
Removal of all Import Restrictions. See,notice on p. 424. 





EXCISE TARIFF CHANGES. 


Ps 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the amended Excise duties which were introduced into 
he Dominion Parliame st, partic 

Further Increase *He De a ament on the lst August, particulars 

, : of which appeared on p. 200 of the “ Board of Trade 
in the Excise Duty a 4g Qe 

om Claamattien Journal” of the 25th October, the Board of Trade 

B have received intormation that the duties on cigarettes 

have been further amended. The duties on cigarettes manufactured in the 


Dominion were increased to the following rates on the 5th September, 
1917, viz. :— 


On cigarettes, if manufactured by machinery ...Perlb. 5s. 6d. 
- Pa if made by hand... a ss 4s. Od. 


| Note.—The reduction on the 15th August, 1917, of the Excise duty on 
cigars and snuff to 4s. per lb., instead of the duty of 6s. 6d. per lb. imposed 
by the Resolutions of the Ist August, was notified in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 8th November. ] (C. 16,529.) 
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Excise Tariff Chanaes. 
J g 





DENMARK. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of informa- 
. tion to the effect that the excise duty on beer produced 
Increase of Excise in Denmark has been increased iis 9 kr. 50 dre to 
Duty on Beer. 18 kr. per hectolitre of beer containing, by weight, 
22 per cent. of alcohol or more. Certain abatements are allowed in respect 
of the first 8,000 hectolitres delivered yearly by each brewery for consump- 
tion in Denmark. Beer of a lower alcoholic strength, which has hitherto 
been exempt from duty, will, under the new Law, pay a duty of 5 kr. 70 ore 
per hectolitre, also subject to certain abatements for the first 8,000 hectolitres 
delivered from each brewery. 
[The Danish import duty on beer has also been increased—see the notice 
on page 419. | (C. 16,898.) 
Krone (100 Gre) = Is. 13d. ; hectolitre = 22 gallons. 


By a Danish Law, which has recently been enacted, a stamp duty is imposed 
on cigars and cigarillos produced in or imported into 

Stamp Duty on Denmark, and the stamp duty on cigarettes, cigarette 
Cigars, Cigarettes, ©“. ’* pollens ese, nag Main, andi > agp 

coverings, and cigarette tobacco, imposed by the Law 
ele. of the 8th July, 1912, is increased. 

In the case of cigars and cigarillos, the duty is fixed at various percentages 
of the value, which value is to be determined by adding 25 per cent. to the 
prices at which the goods are sold by the manufacturer or importer. In the 
case of cigarettes and cigarette tobacco, the duty is fixed at so much per 
hundred and per kilogramme, respectively, and varies according to the retail 
prices of the articles. 

The duty is payable on all cigars, etc. sold by importers or manufacturers, 
or withdrawn from Customs or bonded warehouses, since the Ist September, 
when returns of stocks had to be furnished. 

The schedule of stamp duties fixed by the Law may be seen by British 
traders interested, on application, at the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C. 2. (C. 16,898.) 

[As regards the increase of the Danish Customs duties on tobacco, see the 
notice on p. 420. ] 


By a further Danish Law of recent date, a duty equivalent to the retail 
Internal price is payable on wine in the hands of wine 
Duty on Wine merchants, etc., in Denmark on the 1st September, on 
which date returns of stocks had to be furnished to the 
Danish authorities. In cases where the retail price is less than two kroner 
per bottle, the duty is only one half the retail price. Questions as to the 
determination of the retail price will be settled, without right of appeal, by 
the Minister of Finance, in consultation with a special Committee. 

A similar duty is payable on wine imported into Denmark after the 3lst 
August, and on wine sold by private individuals. 

The duty will be refunded in the case of wine which is exported, and also 
in the case of wine remaining stored and unsold when the Law ceases to 
have effect, 1.e. at the end of the year 1918, unless previously repealed. 

(C. 16,893.) 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 





BRITISH CARGO STEAMSHIP SERVICES. 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence is prepared, on application, 
to furnish available information regarding British cargo steamship services 
trading between the United Kingdom and al] ports of the world. Applicants 
for information are requested to state their requirements clearly, particularly 
indicating the ports or districts between which cargo is to be carried. 





BRITISH FORWARDING AGENCIES. 


Information regarding British forwarding agencies from the United 
Kingdom to all parts of the world may also be obtained on application to 
the Department of Commercial Intelligence. Firms requiring information 
are requested to give full details, especially in regard to the ports or districts 
between which goods are to be carried. 





PROCEEDINGS BEFORE BRITISH PRIZE COURTS OVERSEA. 


Hong Kong. 


The Colonial Office notifies that proceedings have been instituted in the 
Prize Court of Hong Kong in respect of certain goods ex the vessels 
Gottingen, Kleist, Prinz Waldemar,and Yorek. Appearance should be entered 
by all persons claiming an interest as soon as possible. 





SEIZURE OF CARGOES OF SUSPECTED ENEMY ORIGIN. 


The Third Supplement, dated 14th November, to the “ London Gazette” 
of 13th November comprises a list of goods which have been seized by the 
directions of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise, under the Customs 
Laws, as being of suspected enemy origin, or as having been imported in 
contravention ot the Law relating to trading with the enemy. The 
particulars given in respect of each item are: Name of the vessel carrying 
goods, and its date of arrival; numbers of parcels; description of contents ; 
persons purporting to be consignors; and addressees. 

Copies of the Supplement may be obtained, price 44d. each, post free, as 
indicated in the footnote on p. 433. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Marine Department of the Board of Trade (7, Whitehall Gardens, 
| , London, S.W. 1) has issued a Circular (No. 1.586) em- 
ee ss bodying instructions to surveyors respecting life-rafts. 
Life-Bafts. Copies of the Circular may be obtained on applica- 

; tion to the Marine Department as above. 


Control of Horse Transport. See notices on p. 400. 
Regulation of Shipping. See notice on p. 400. 


Loss of Mails for Greece 


ices . 399, 
and also from Sweden. See notices on p. 399 





CANADA. 
Vessels nnder Construction. See notice on p. 426. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





AUSTRALIA. 

The Department of Commercial Intelligence is in receipt of a copy of the 
. Final Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Rep 2 Pa ae ig mg Working of the Victorian Railways as a 
Government Railways. Business Undertaking, from which it appears 
that there were losses in the receipts of the 
railways, as compared with expenditure, for the years 1914-15 and 1915-16, 
notwithstanding in the latter year a record gross revenue and a record 
revenue per train mile. There was also a deficit in the estimated receipts 
for the year 1916-17. The occurrence of these losses for the years mentioned, 
following a number of years in which substantial surpluses were shown in 
the State railway accounts, led to the appointment of the Royal Commission 
to enquire into and make recommendations with regard to the operations 

of the railways. The Commission found that— 

(1) having in view the abnormal conditions of the last three years, 
which conditions are still in force, the Victorian Railways are 
administered with due regard to economy, efficiency, and the public 
convenience ; and 

(2) the deficits in the railway accounts have been largely brought 
about by influences beyond the control of the Railway Commis- 
sioners. 

With regard to proposed economies in working, the Commission makes 
several suggestions. Chief among these are proposals for the suspen- 
sion of the construction of new railways, and the reduction of expenditure 
on lines in course of construction at the present time to the lowest 
possibile limits. It is further suggested that a considerable saving could 
be secured, especially as regards goods and mineral traffic, by increasing 
train loads and using more powerful locomotives. It appears, however, 
that nothing approaching a really heavy engine for goods and mineral 
traffic is available. Evidence was given before the Commission that fifty 
engines of the “ Consolidation’ type could be utiiised with advantage on 
the State Railways, and that an annual saving in operating costs of not 
less than £25,000 would probably be effected thereby. It was also stated 
that only some fourteen engines are provided with superheat boilers; but 
that, had not the war occurred, some hundred engines of the A2 and DD 
types would have been so equipped. The recommendations of the Commis- 
sion with regard to engine equipment economies are: (a) that the construction 
of locomotives of the “Consolidation” type be proceeded with as rapidly 
as the financial position and the difficulty of obtaining materials will 
permit; and (b) that ail locomotives of the “ Consolidation” A2 and DD 
types be built to use superheated steam. 

The copy of the Report referred to may be consulted by British firms 
interested at the Department of Commercial Intelligence, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 2. 


a ee 


TERRITORY KNOWN AS “GERMAN EAST AFRICA.” 


Ports of Shirati and Musonia 
opened as Customs Stations. 





See notice on p. 404. 





JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul at Shimonoseki (Mr. E. Hamilton Holmes) reports that the 

official “‘ Gazette ot Japan,” dated 24th August, con- 

date to Foie tained an announcement of the removal of the 

Trade: Removal of import restrictions in respect to the Port of Waka- 
all Import matsu, which took effect from 23rd August. Bae, 

Dostrietionn The Port of Wakamatsu was opened to foreign 

trade in 1904, imports, however, being restricted to 

the following:—Fresh eggs; rice, unhulled barley, wheat, oats, Indian corn 

and beans; iron ore and pig iron; and manure. 
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JAPAN—continued. 


In 1907 the following articles were added to the list :—Coal and coke, 
manganese ore, ferro-manganese, and spiegeleisen. 

The raison d’étre for the opening of this port to foreign trade in 1904 was 
the need for raw material required by the Imperial Government steel foundry 
at Edamitsu, in the close vicinity of the port—at that time practically the 
only industrial establishment situated in the immediate neighbourhood. 
During the last ten years, however, Wakamatsu has grown rapidly in 
industrial importance, and with the adjoining towns of Tobata and Edamitsu 
is now the seat of a number of important works, apart from the Imperial 
Government steel industry itself, which has extended greatly since the first 
opening of the port. Among these works may be mentioned the window- 
glass works at Asahi and the Mitsubishi coke ovens. Moreover, the district 
has been selected as the site of several large undertakings to be inaugurated 
as soon as circumstances permit, including another steel works, the founda- 
tions of which are being prepared. 

Firms interested in the above-mentioned industries have lately represented 
to the authorities that it would be to the advantage of commerce and industry 
that the restrictions on imports into Wakamatsu should be removed, with 
the result that, as mentioned above, these restrictions have now disappeared. 

In view of the foregoing, it may be of interest to add that the total value 
of the foreign trade of Wakamatsu increased from £710,941 in 1912 to 
£1,038,351 in 1916. The value of imports in 1912 was £212,587, and of 
exports £498,354, while in 1916 imports were valued at £416,179 and exports 
at £622,172. ‘ 

Imports into Wakamatsu consist approximately of 30 per cent. iron ore, 
30 per cent. pig iron and 15 per cent. coal, the balance consisting of various 
ores and minerals required by the steel works, while exports consist of about 
75 per cent. coal (in addition to large quantities shipped in bunkers) and 
20 per cent. iron and steel manufactures. 

The removal of the restrictions on imports will permit of the shipment 
direct to Wakamatsu, without the necessity for transfer into lighters or rail- 
way wagons, of materials, machinery, etc., required for the rapidly growing 
industrial requirements of the district. This facility, however, will be limited 
by the fact that the narrow entrance to the harbour and the depth of water 
will not permit the ingress of vessels exceeding 3,000 tons. In the case, 
therefore, of most ocean-going vessels with cargoes for Wakamatsu, goods 
will have to be discharged at Moji, as hitherto, and transported to Wakamatsu 
by water or railway. As the distance between the two ports is, however, 
only a few miles, the inconvenience is confined to the delay involved in 
transhipment, the time occupied in actual transport being trifling. 

(D.C.1. 52,269.) 


New Japanese Shipbuilding Company. See notice on p. 428. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. 





CANADA. 


The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in Canada has forwarded an extract 

from the “Canadian Engineer” (Toronto) of llth 

p mee a October, according to which 74 vessels of 126,949 gross 

tons are being built in Canadian shipyards. Of these, 

25 vessels with a tonnage of 22,525 tons are being built on the Atlantic coast, 

30 with a tonnage of 45,234 tons on the Great Lakes, and 19 with a tonnage 
of 59,190 tons on the Pacific Coast. (D.C.I. 52,556.) 





AUSTRALIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 699 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 

Projected 27th September, relative to projected shipbuilding 

Shi pnildin g developments in Australia, H.M. Trade Commissioner 

+ te mene in the Commonwealth (Mr. G. T. Milne) writes that 

the Federal Government has authcrised the preparation 

of a slip at the State shipbuilding yard at Williamstown, Victoria, for the 

construction of a 3,000 ton standard vessel, the Federal authorities supplying 
the material. 

It is also understood that the Manager of the Commonwealth Naval Dock- 
yard at Cockatoo Island, Sydney, has been investigating the possibility of 
shipbuilding being undertaken in Tasmania; engines and their parts, he is 
reported to have stated, could be built in Launceston, and the iron foundries 
there could, with the addition of some essentiai machiner#, readily cope with 
the class of work required, while, with regard to labour, there was reason to 
believe that skilled mechanics in sufficient numbers are available. 

Mr. Milne adds that he is informed that steel plates for ships can be rolled 
at steel works at Newcastle. (D.C.I. 52,904.) 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia also reports, under date 26th 
. September, that the Secretary of Elec- 
Ele Bago Ar een Tra Be trical Exploitations and the et of Special 
* Investigations, Tokio, recently arrived in 
Sydney with the intention of touring the Commonwealth in order to make 
enquiries in regard to electrical undertakings, with a view to studying the 
Australian market for electrical machinery and equipment, in the interests 
of Japanese manufacturers. (D.C.I. 53,029.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 157 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
18th October relative to the prospective produc- 

a tion of pig iron in South Africa, H.M. Trade Com- 
8 Y- missioner in the Union (Mr. W. G. Wickham) 

reports a statement by the Secretary of the Department of Mines and 
Industries to the effect that a contract was signed recently for the production 
of £10,000 worth of steel shoes and dies in South Africa, and that the 
new blast furnace (the proposed installation of which was referred to in the 
earlier notice) would shortly be in operation. The Secretary added that 
suitable iron ores had been found near Pretoria and also westward of Barkly 


West. (D.C.I. 53,882.) 


The Department of Cements —_— 7 in oe of Pi the 
. Report for 1916 of the South African Mines Depart- 
Miner ewer a from which it appears that the total value of the 
= mineral output of the Union for the year was £50,593,359, 

as compared with £43,531,009 in 1915. 
The following table shows the quantity and value of the chief minerals pro- 
duced in South Africa in 1916, the figures for 1915 being added for purposes 

of comparison :— 























Nov. 22, 1917 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 427 
Minerals, Metals and Machinery. 
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1915. 1916. 
| 
va | | | 

| Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 

| £ £ 
Gold . fine oz. | 9,096,411 |38,639,095 | 9,296,964 |39,490,990 
Silver* ... ago! oh 966.177 | 106245 | 968,935 | 106,311 
Diamonds ... carats | 103,386 | 399,810 | 2,346,330 | 5,728,391 
Coal tons (of 2,000 lb.) | 8,281,324 | 2,142,479 |10,007,502 | 2,739.665 
Coke - - | 7,279 | 12,880 10,704 19.575 
Copper... —... . ‘ | 28,970 | 1,042,314 22,842 | 1,137,380 
Tin an ee m 7 | 3,441 | 331,420 3,264 | 339,571 
Asbestos... —... nd vs | 2,138 | 35,899 | 4,656 83,070 
Graphite... ” . ; | 41 | 1,204 | 60 1,780 
Magnesite nm a " | 627 | 1,568 609 1,766 
Lead... - fi | 180 1,836 402 5,202 
| rhe z 352 2,214 _ nan 
Salt a | 

by- poontt " ” 45,104 82,089 56,267 | 106,303 

Lime... " i rs | 68989} 110,560} 78,222 | 115,750 
Flint : me 453 2,327 | 297 1,587 











* Contained in gold bullion and base metal ores. 


The output of gold in South Africa in 1916 represented 41 per cent. of the 
world’s production in that year, »s compared with 39°5 per cent. in 1915. 
The total production of gold in the Union of South Africa since 1868, when 
gold was first discovered, amounted to approximately £514,963,000 up to the 
end of 1916, and practically all of it has been won in the Transvaal. 

All diamond mines were closed down at the outbreak of the war, and 
remained closed during 1915. The resumption of washing operations early 
in 1916 on the principa! diamond mines, and the subsequent restarting of 
mining operations on some of these mines, were responsible for the large 
increase in the output of diamonds. 

The Report above referred to contains, in addition to details of the mineral 
output during 1916 of the Union and of each of the respective Provinces, 
information which may be of interest to British firms, as follows :— 

Machinery and stores consumed.—Statements are published showing the 
quantity and value of the machinery, material, and stores purchased by the 
various Classes of mines in each Province of the Union, and showing also 
the value of the direct imports of these goods without the aid of Union 
merchants or middlemen. 

Mining undertakings.—A further section contains a list of mining under- 
takings, with the addresses of their responsible officials. 

The Report may be consulted by British firms at the Offices of the Depart- 
ment of Commercial [ntelligence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 





DENMARK (Iceland). 


H.M. Consul at Reykjavik (Mr. E. G. Cable) has forwarded, under date 27th 
State October, a translation of a Bill recently passed by the 
Monopoly of Althing, authorising the Icelandic Government to 
Petroleum Trade. monopolise the trade in petroleum. By this Law the 
Government are authorised to purchase as much 

petroleum as they consider necessary for supplying the Island, and to sell it 
to merchants and others in accordance with a regulation to be issued sub- 
sequently. The Law also authorises the Government to raise a loan for the 
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DENMARK (iIceland)—continued. 
purpose of purchasing petroleum and the necessary requisites for carrying 
on the trade. 

This authority is not to be exercised until the Government have obtained 
a bank guarantee or security to ensure the sale to Iceland, by reliable firms, 
of sufficient supplies of petroleum at a price not exceeding the ordinary 
wholesale market price at the place where the petroleum is purchased. 

The import duty fixed by Law No. 30 of 22nd October, 1912 (see pp. 469-70 
of the *‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ of 28th November, 1912), is to be abolished 
when the Government commence to deal in petroleum, and private persons 
will not be allowed to import except under special licence. A duty of 
4 kroner (about 4s. 5d. at par exchange) is to be imposed on each cask 
(150 kilogs.) of petroleum sold in Iceland. Law No. 32 of 1912 concerning a 
Government monopoly of petroleum is repealed. 

The translation of the new Law may be consulted by British firms interested 
at the Department of Commercial Intelligence. (D.C.1. 53,770.) 





SOUTHERN SPAIN AND NORTH AFRICA. 


Nature of Agricultural Machinery 


° See notice on p. 393. 
and Implements in Use. a oe 





CHINA (Manchuria). 


H.M. Consul at Dairen (Mr. H. G. Parlett) has forwarded, under date 14th 

. September, a copy of the specification of an electric 

a hosmniee which has recently been built at the South 

in Manchuria Manchuria Railway Company's works at Shakako, 

‘ tor the use of the Fushun mines. It was proposed 

to build seven other locomotives of a similar character by the middle of the 

present month (November). It is understood that this is the first attempt 

to build this kind of locomotive in Manchuria, supplies having hitherto been 
obtained from Germany or the United States of America. 

British firms interested may consult the specification referred to above at 





the Department of Commercial [utelligence. (D.C.L. 51,349.) 
JAPAN. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe, C.M.G.) reports, 
New Japanese under date 12th September, the conversion of the 


ae shipbuilding department of the Mitsubishi concern 
—— into a company to be known as the Mitsubishi Zosen 
_—- Kaisha (Mitsubishi Shipbuilding Company). ‘The 


arrangement came into effect on lst November. According to the local 
press, the new company, whose capital of 50,000,000 yen wil! be subscribed 
by persons connected with the Mitsubishi interests, will carry on the business 
hitherto known as the Mitsubishi Dockyard and Engine Works, located 
both at Nagasaki and Kobe. ‘The department, which has made great 
progress since the commencement of the war, has hitherto confined its 
activities to building ships for the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, and also men-of- 
war for the Japanese Navy. It was announced early in September that 
eight vessels, representing a combined tonnage of 42,146 tons, would be 
launched and completed at the shipbuilding yards before the end of 1917, 
and that ten vessels, with a total tonnage of 56,334 tons, would be completed 
in 1918. Nine vessels for stock are included in the total number of ships to 
be launched before the end of next year. (D.C.1. 50,832.) 


Forthcoming Exhibition of Electrical 
Machinery and Appliances at Tokio. 


See notice on p. 396. 
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TEXTILES AND TEXTILE MATERIALS. 


ee mae eee 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom during 
the week ended 15th November, 1917, was %5,806 
Cotton Statistics. (including 124 bales British West Indian), and the 
number imported during the forty-six weeks ended 
15th November, 1917, was 2,729,399 (including 1,920 bales British West 
Indian, 13,187 bales British West African, 25,209 bales British East African, 
and 1,822 bales foreign East African). ‘There were no bales of cotton 
exported during the week ended 15th November, 1917, the number exported 
during the forty-six weeks being 170,164. 
For further details see p. 435. 








JAPAN. 
Situation in Cotton Yarn Industry. See article on pp. 414-5. 





AGRICULTURAL & FOREST PRODUCTS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received from the 
. Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 17th 
Corn Prices. November, 1917, were as follows :— 
Wheat ... baa ie on .. 08s. 3d. 
Barley ... pd ‘ite ae » 60s. 2d. 
Oats... * dei .. 408. Od. 


For further particulars see p. 43 1D. 





CYPRUS. 
The Chief Collector of Customs at Larnaca (the Board of Trade Corres- 
Locust Bean Crop pondent for Cyprus) reports, under date 15th October, 


in 1917 that the 1917 crop of locust beans in the Island is 
a poor one, the beans being very dry and light. 
(D.C.L. 53,144.) 





eee — 


BRAZIL. PERU. BOLIVIA. 
The Acting British Consul at Para (Mr. J. Rowsell) reports, that the 


quantity of rubber exported from Para, 
<< pry wy Manaos, Iquitos, and I[taeoatiara, vid Para 
’ during the month of August, 1917, was 











as follows :— 
| 
—_—_——- Fine. | Medium. Coarse. Caucho. |. Total. 
| t 
l 
_ Kilogs. Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. 
To United States ... w- 704,151 76,568 | | 379,987 | 925,061 | 2,085,767 
To Europe ... wa ... 803,251 109,769 | £3,618 | 359,467 || | 1,316, 105 
Total vee eee:1,507,402 | 186,887 | 423,605 | 1,284,528 | 3,401,872 








Kilogramme = = 2:2046 Ib. (D.C.I, 49,840.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders and of administration 
orders (Deceased Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in England 
poerin nend and Wales during the month and ten months ended 

; October, 1917, will be found on p. 436. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence has received a copy of a Report 
. by Mr. G. Findlay Shirras, Director of Statistics to 
meee hy ade the Government of India, reviewing the trade of India 
; for the twelve months ended 3lst March, 1917, as 
compared with previous years. The Report deals with the trade with 
particular countries; the chief imports of the year; the chief exports of the 
year; the Customs revenue, shipping and freights; and the frontier, 
coasting and inland trades. 

Copies of the Report may be purchased from the agents in the United 
Kingdom for the sale of Indian Government publications, a list of whom 
may be obtained on application to the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence. 





AUSTRALIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia (Mr. G. T. Milne) reports, under date 
26th September, that a large modern factory is being 
sles 3 erected at Sydney, by a local firm, for the manufacture 
Chocolates and of chocolates and confectionery. The site of the new 
Confectionery factory is twelve acres in extent, including a recrea- 
tion ground for employees. It is anticipated that 

manufacturing operations will be commenced about March, 1918. 

The cost of the land and buildings will amount to approximately £70,000, 
while machinery and equipment about to be installed is valued at £60,000. 
The latter sum includes about £20,000 worth of new machinery for the manu- 
facture of confectionery; the greater portion of the machinery, it 1s under- 
stood, has recently been purchased in the United Kingdom, although some 
of it is of American manufacture. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner states that the manufacture of chocclates and 
confectionery is an extensive and firmly established industry in the Common- 
wealth, and the firm referred to, which has already a large trade connection 
throughout Australia, will doubtless benefit considerably by the embargo 
recently placed on the importation of confectionery. (D,.C.1. 53,153.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in South Africa (Mr. W. G. Wickham) has for- 
. warded an extract from the “ Cape Times” (Cape 
Pee nace Mel Tows) of 26th Geotember, in which it is stated 
‘ that negotiations have been proceeding for a long 
time with the object of interesting American capital in South Africa, and 
have resulted in the registration of the “ Anglo-American Corporation of 
South Africa, Ltd.,” with a capital of £1,000,000. The first object of the 
Corporation is to participate in tendering for mining leases on the Far Hast 
Rand. Among other activities, the Corporation intends to give support to 
existing industries in South Africa, and to establish new industries there, 
besides tuking an interest in land settlement and irrigation. 


(D.C.I. 53,382.) 
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Miscellaneous. 
SWEDEN. 
According to “ Tidens Tegn” (Christiania) of 19th October, an agreement 
Reported has been concluded for the amalgamation of all the 


. match factories in Sweden, together with their branches 

en « in Norway, Russia, and the United Kingdom. The 
‘ amalgamation takes the form of a new company, 

with a minimum capital of 54,000,000 kroner (£3,000,000 at par exchange). 





SPAIN. 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence is in receipt of a.copy of the 

Report for 1916 of the Spanish Chamber of Commerce 

yay eg at Bilbao, which contains particulars regarding the 

for 1916 conditions of the shipbuilding, mining and metallur- 

; gical industries of the district, an account of the 

progress of railway extension and other public works, detailed statistics 

relating to banking, import and export trade, shipping, agriculture, etc. 

A list of the mines of the Province of Vizcaya, giving the names of their 
owners and figures of production for 1916, is also included. 


The above-mentioned Report draws attention to the exceptional activity 
. which took place in 1916 in connection with the incep- 
p Bmw mg og tion of new industrial undertakings, and which was 
Province rendered possible by the more normal economic con- 
of Vizcaya ditions following upon the abnormal state of affairs 
. prevailing during the two previous years owing to the 
effect of the war. The lack of many raw materials and articles of foreign 
manufacture also acted as an incentive to this new industrial development. 
During the year 97 new companies were formed, representing a total capital 
of 35,055,968 pesetas. By way of comparison it may be mentioned {that in 
1915 the number of new enterprises formed was 56, with a capital of 
7,860,950 pesetas, while in 1914 a capital of 11,538,873 pesetas represented 
the 39 new undertakings of that year. Of the 97 new companies which came 
into being in 1916, 31 were mineral and metallurgical enterprises, with a 
total capital of 19,011,706 pesetas, and 13 maritimé companies with a capital 
of 10,125,000 pesetas. 
A statement is included in the Report showing the names of the new 
undertakings, the amount of their capital, and the purpose for which each 
has been formed. 


The above-mentioned copy of the Report, which is in Spanish, may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Department of Commercial 
Intelligence, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2. . 


25 pesetas = £1 at par exchange. 





CUBA. 


H.M. Minister at Havana writes, under date 26th September, that a 

. Presidential Decree was issued on 8th September last 

Regulations for suspending, for a further period of two years, the regu- 

Sale of Foreign ).4.. 1. icgued by the Cuban Public H D 

Pharmaceutical] 2tions issue by the Cuban Public Health Department 

Products in regard to the sale ot foreign pharmaceutical products 

' in the Republic. The regulations were to have come 

into force on 10th September, 1915, a date subsequently altered to 10th 

September, 1917. It is understood that in the meantime the regulations are 
being studied with a view to amendment. (D.C.1. €2,019.) 
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Miscellaneous. 





ECUADOR. 
The Acting British Consul at Guayaquil (Mr. W. C. Graham) has furnished 
the following particulars of the trade of Ecuador in 

Trade in 1916. 1916, taken from the official trade returns :— 

The total value of imports into Ecuador in 1916 
amounted to £1,919,788, as compared with £1,730,991 in 1915, and £1,728,958 
in 1914. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of the principal imports 
into Ecuador in 1915 and 1916 :— 








1915. 1916, 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
- = | 
Kilogs. £ Kilogs. | £ 
Sundry woven goods ae ... 2.904 060 368,738 3,467,523 | 454,184 
Foodstuffs... sien ides ... 12,841,173 258,268 11,152,563 | 261,385 
Hardware ... ines 9,553,781 119.444 4,744,324 | 126,029 
Clothing, ready-made ms sd 249.082 61,911 542.859 | 110,147 
Drugs and medicines 816,777 58,395 1,258,906 |! 95,744 
Machinery ... 10 - 1,940,574 57,095 1,585,280 91,301 
Boots and shoes an oe — 113,563 38,456 190,594 74,180 
Coal 34,392,927 67,230 98,559,584 54,82C 
Stationery 967,283 24,651 ).286,357 53.213 
Perfumery 1,491,095 40 9O7 1,198,572 §2,143 





Of the countries participating in the import trade of Ecuador in 1916, the 
United States of America headed the list with goods valued at £1,101.702, 
as compared with £654,139 in 1915, and £569,163 in 1914; the United Kingdom 
came next with goods valued at £491,521, as compared with £688,896 in 1915, 
and £499,972 in 1914; followed by Spain, France, Italy, Peru and Chile. 

The value of exports from Ecuador in 1916 amounted to £3,615,162, as 
compared with £2,653,306 in 1915, and £2,687,565 in 1914. 

(D.C.I. 53,749.) 


Kilogramme = 2°2046 lb. 





BOLIVIA. 
H.M. Minister at La Paz reports, under date 27th September, that the 
. Report for 1916 ot the Bolivian Postmaster, which has 
nh ager recently been published, states that the number of 
. . ' parcels received in Bolivia from the following countries 
during the year was:—United States, 17,745; France, 4,190; Chile, 4,135 ; 
and United Kingdom, 3,769. (D.C.1. 34,066.) 





CHINA (Manchuria). 


H.M. Consul at Dairen (Mr. H. G. Parlett) writes, under date 12th September, 
. that a Japanese land agency and building company 
Phone eee was recently established at Dairen with a capital of 
for Promotion of 0,000,000 yen (about £010,000 at par exchange). The 
various functions of the company are primarily those of land 
Enterprises agents, builders, and contractors; but in addition it 
weit will advance money on the security of land and build- 
ings, make valuations of real estate, supply labour, make investigations and 
draw up estimates, supply capital for business enterprises generally, and 
interest itself in commercial undertakings. (D.C.1. 51,348.) 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS.* 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of the United 
Kingdom for the month of October, 1917, have been published, and may 
be purchased* at a cost of 9d. per copy (post free 11d.). 

Attention is further called to the fact that the two volumes of the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries and 
British Possessions” for the year 1916 have been issued, and may be pur- 
chased* at a cost of 6s. (post free 6s. 6d.) for the first volume, and 4s. 6d. 
(post free 5s. 2d.) for the second. This publication, which contains much 
more detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives in the first volume abstract tables for the years 
1912-1916, and detailed statements of imports and exports of principal 
articles consigned from and to specified countries; and in the second 
volume particulars of the imports from the various countries returned for 
consumption, details as to Customs revenue, transhipments and articles in 
bond, with particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom with each 
foreign country and British possession, and of the trade at each port 
of the United Kingdom. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “Labour Gazette” (price 1d., post free 5d.) is published by the 
Ministry of Labour about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important contents of the November issue :—State of the Labour 
Market in the United Kingdom in October; Extension of the Employment 
of Women; Wages and Cost of Food in Germany during the War; Cotton 
and Woo! Control; Co-operation in Agriculture in 1915; Employment in 
Germany, Holland, Denmark and the United States; Course of the Retail 
Prices of Food in the United Kingdom, Sweden, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, 
United States, India, Australia and New Zealand; Reports on Employment 
in the Principal Industries. 


THE NATIONAL FOOD JOURNAL. 


The “ National Food Journal” (price 2d., post free 3d.) is issued by the 
Ministry of ood on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. 

The issue for 14th November contains an article by Mr. J. R. Clynes, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Food, entitled “The Civilian and 
the Submarine,’ and among the other contents are:—The New Scale of 
Voluntary Rations ; Control of Live Stock and Meat Distribution; Compul- 
sory Rationing in Germany; Prices of Beef and Mutton; The Tea Shortage ; 
and an article dealing with the work of the Ministry of Food in relation to 
Labour Unrest. <A section of the “Journal” contains the operative clauses 
of the recently issued Statutory Rules and Regulations dealing with Food ; 
questions in Parliament relating to the Ministry of Food; wholesale and 
retail maximum prices of certain food articles ; and replies to correspondents. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Ministry of Munitions, Healih of Munition Workers Committee. Memorandum 
No. 20. (Supplementary to Memorandum No. 5.—Hours of Work.) Weekly 
Hours of Employment. (Cd. 8801.) Price ld. (post free 13d.). 

Statutory Rules and Orders, 1917. 
Price each ld. (post free 14d.). 
Orders by the Ministry of Food :— 

No. 1081. The Milk Factories (Restriction) Order, 1917. 

No. 1094. The Sugar (Registration of R-tailers) (Ireland) Order, 1917. 

No. 1105. The British Cheese Order, 1917. 

No. 1107. The Cattle Feeding Cake and Meal and Millers’ Offals (Maximum 
Prices) Order, 1917. 








* Copies of Government publications may be purchased through any Bookseller, or 
directly from H.M. Stationery Office at the following addresses : Imperial House, Kings- 
way, London, W.C, 2., and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S.W. 1; 37, Peter Street, 
Manchester ; 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff ; 23, Forth Street, Edinburgh ; or from 
E. Ponsonby, Ltd., 116, Grafton Street, Dublin; or from the Agencies in the British 
Colonies and Dependencies, the United States of America, and other Foreign Countries, 
of T, Fisher Unwin, Ltd., London, W.C. 2. 
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FOREIGN & COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS. 





The following is a list of the more important Articles on trade subjects 
contained in the Foreign and Colonial Publications recently received and 
filed for reference at the Department of Commercial Intelligence, and which 
are available for inspection at the Offices of the Department, 73, Basinghall 


Street, Londun, E,C. 2 :— 


NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS 


- Agricultural, Dairy and Forest Products. 


(1) Wheat: Fixed Prices for Exports 
from Canada. 
(2} Wheat: Provisional Estimate of 
Canadian Crop. 
“ Montreal Gazette,’ 17th and 19th 
Oct. 
Cane Sugar Produc'ion in Cuba in 1917. 
“ Weekly Bulletin” of the Canadian 
Department of Commerce (Ottawa), 
8th Oct. 


Agricultural Development in India. 
“Indian Engineering” (Calcutta). 
29th Sept. 


Fruit-growing Industry in South Africa: 
Expo't Proposals 
* Cape Argus,” 25th Sept. 
(1) Date Trade of Aden. 
(2) Veyetable Wax Industry in Japan. 
(3) Currant Crop in Greece. 
‘Commerce Reports” (Washington), 
16th, 17th, and 20th Oct. 


Mining, Minerals, and Motals. 
(1) Trade in Axes and Skates in Siberia. 
(2) Dairy Appliances: Trade in Western 
Siberia 
(3) Miners’ Tools: Markets in Russian 
Mining Districts. 
“ Weekly Bulletin” of the Canadian 
Department of Commerce (Ottawa), 
8th, 15th, and 22nd Oct. 


Iron Ore for Japan: Probable Increased 
Export from China. 
“ North China Herald’’ (Shanghai), 
22nd Sept. 


Manganese Dep sits in the Philippines. 
“ Eastern Commerce” (Yokohama), 
ct. 
Exports of Motor Cars from the United 
States in 1916-17. 
“ Commerce Reports” (Washington), 
17th Oct. 


Commercial, Financia] and Economic. 


Majorca: Report on Trade and Iidustries 
of Palma in 1916. 
“ Boleten de las Camuras de Com. 
mercio” (Madrid), Sept. 


Canada: Business Failures, July-Sept., 
1917. 


* Dun’s Bulletin” (New York), 18th | 
O 


ct. 








Commercial, Financial and Economic—cont. 


(1) Argentine: Business Methods in Im- 
port Trade. 

(2) New Zealand: Trade in Imports from 
Canada. 

“ Weekly Bulletin” of the Canadian 
Department of Commerce (Ottawa), 
sth and 22nd Oct. 

India: Tne Exchange Difficulty; Relief 
Proposals. 
** Capital” (Calcutta), 28th Sept. 
Teneriffe: Report on Trade in 1916 

Bulletin of the “ Ass sciag 10 Comercial” 
(Lisbon), August. 

China: Trade Conditions in Shanghai 
District. 

“ Eastern Commerce’ (Yokohama) 
Oct. 

(1) Hong Kong: Increased Trade with 
United Siates 

(2) United States: Administration of 
Trading with the Enemy Act, 

“ Commerce Reports” (Washington), 
1ith and 15th Oct. 


Shipping and Transport. 
Control of Japanese Shipping: New 
Government Kegulations. 
“* Eastern Commerce” (Yokohama), 


Oct. 


Miscellaneous. 
Suggested Distinctive Art Desigas in 
Canadian Textiles, Pottery, etc. 
* Industrial Canada” (Toronto), Sept. 
Wood-pulp: Proposed Scheme for De- 
velopwent of the Industry. 

* Weekly Bulletin” of the Canadian 
Department of Commerce (Ottawa), 
15th Oct. 

Oil Fields of Assam, 

“Indian Engineering” (Calcutta), 
29th Sept. 

(1) Ice and Cold Storage Plant at Cris- 
tobal, Panama Canal Zone. 

(2) Exports of Dye Staffs from United 
States. 


“Commerce Reports’”’ (Washington), 
11th and 19th Oct. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. | 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 

Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 46 weeks ended 
15th November, 1917 :— 























Week ended * pln ag Week ended pelle 
ied 15th Nov., Berge 15th Nov., a 
1917 15th Nov., 1917 15th Nov,, 
ss 1917, — 1917. 
IMPORTS, MU XYCRIS, 
Bales. | Bales. Balés. Bale 
American ... cee ove eee 92,706 | 2,145,002 —- 39,361 
Brazilian eee sce eee eee — 27,092 =e com> 
East Indian ~~ oes on 1865 | 115,863 — 6,680 
Egyptian ... ene oes one — | 313,334 — 121,189 
Miscellaneous... a eee 1,235* | 128,108 — 2,934 
Total... ss. = see wee] 95,806 | -:2,729,399 — | §oasee 








* Including 124 bales British West Indian. 
+ Including 1,920 bales British West Indian, 13,187 bales British West African, 25,209 
bales British East African, and 1,822 bales foreign Kast African. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels 
Imperial Measure,* as received from the [nspectors of Corn Returns ia the 
week ended 17th November, 1917, and corresponding weeks of the seven previous 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 





Average Price. 





| f 
Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. 
| 








8s. ad. s. d. | s. da. 
Week ended 17th November, 1917 on | 70 3 | 60 2 | 43 
Corresponding Week in— | 
1910 one sen eee soo wee ind 29 11 24 10 | 16 4 
1911 one sos one ons _ -_ 33 «(OO 33 56 | 2010 
1912 _ _ _ one _ oan 32 «1 30 11 | 19 ll 
1913 see nn “a ani en dai 30 4 27 5 | ss 
1914 i _ ~_ _ a oi 41 0 299 8 | @ 5 
ier eae ee 4711 | 31 3 
1916 wie _ — one ““ _ 70 9 59 8 7 8 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of purchases 
ef British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure 
than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, that Officer shall 
convert such returns into the Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed 
measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine 
Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 


¢ 





. o a 
i anges 4 
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; Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Deceased Debtors’ 
Estates) gazetted in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations 
during the periods indicated :— 


Weer 


we and 





ts #s 


Ten months 

















| 
- | October. | endea October. 
5 | | 
: : 1916. | 1917. | 1916. | 1917. 
| 
: | | No. | No. No. No. 
| Total gazetted... o0e ove cee w+) 127 70 1,370 957 
: Number gazetted in principal trades and —_— 
4 tions :— 
Agents, commission and general ... coe 2 _ 19 6 
Auctioneers, estate and house agents eve 1 — 15 7 
Bakers... ove ae eee coe wae o 5 3 58 59 
Bicycle and tricycle dealers and manufacturers ...) — — 9 3 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. eve soe ove ie _- _ 9 6 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ... 3 3 19 16 
Builders ... _ ove ove _ one oo 2 1 47 24 
Butchers and meat salesmen ... _ coe 5 — 37 19 
Oab, omnibus and fly proprietors, &c. “ne — 1 10 7 
Oabinet makers and upholsterers. ... “we | — = 7 3 
Oarriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers ... eee 2 2 8 18 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical manufacturers... 1 1 9 5 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ~<a ww ew 2 1 16 4 
Ooal and coke merchants and dealers oe coe 4 1 26 13 
Oolliers, miners, &c, ... coe coe ove eee 2 1 15 11 
Oonfectioners and pastry cooks ove ee - — 2 13 12 
Oorn, flour, seed, hay and straw merchants coe 2 — 14 7 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &C. ... so sue oe 2 “— 8 12 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, glaziers, &c. eve 3 1 28 17 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. _... oe oe eee 5 2 27 27 
Electricians and electrical engineers coe | = — 3 1 
Engineers and founders _ _ coe oo.) 3 14 8 
Farmers and graziers ... eve ooo eve eve 3 2 43 47 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. ... ove ove 2 1 26 15 
Furniture dealers and makers _— oe | a 9 4 
Gardeners, florists, nurserymen and market gar- 
-deners ... eee ove cee ove cee | — l 11 8 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &. ... ee ove eee + 4 23 27 
Grocers ... ese oe a ) 12 7 90 53 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths oe | = 1 10 4 
Merchants, general... ose eco coe oof — — 8 7 
Millers... coe eve oes oe oe of — 1 5 1 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. ... ies _ on 1 1 17 7 
Printers, booksellers and publishers... ... os 1 — 9 3 
Provision merchants ... 0 se see evs I 1 6 7 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. ... _ ~ 3 5 61 46 
eee ee ee ee ee 3 2 40 23 
Tobacconists, &c. ove ove eve cco eve 1 1 19 10 
Travellers, commercial, &c. ... ove eve | — _ 11 1 

















(D.C.I. 52,934.) 
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BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established in certain 
foreign countries in the interest of British trade :— 


Argentina 


Belgium 


Brazil... 


Chile ... 
China... 


Egypt 


France 


Italy ... 


Morocco 
Persia... 


Persian Gulf... 


Portugal 


Roumania 
Russia iia 


Spain... 


Tunis... oes 
Uruguay =. «. 


British Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine Republic, Calle 


Reconquista 46, Buenos Aires. 
(Agent in London—Mr, J. Ballantyne, River Plate House, 
13, South Place, H.C. 2.) 

British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium (Incorp.). During the 
war the address will be: c/o London Chamber of Commerce, 
97, Cannon Street. H.C. 4. 

British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil, Rua da Quitanda, No. 
143, Rio de Janeiro. 

British Chamber of Commerce of Séo Paulo, 26 Rua 15 de Novembro, 
Sao Paulo. 

British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of Chile, Valparaiso, 

British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The Bund, Shanghai. 

British Chamber of Commerce, British Municipal Council Buildings, 
Hankow. 

British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 

Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 

Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo, 

Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British Consulate-General, 
Mukden. 

Newchwang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British Consulate, 
Newchwang. 

Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 

Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 

Peking British Chamber of Commerce, Culty Chambers, Peking. 

British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de |’Ancienne 
Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, Cairo. 

(Agents in Suez and London—Messrs. Back & Manson, Egypt 
House, 36, New Broad Street, E.C. 2.) 

British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 6, Rue Halévy, Paris, 
1Xéme. 

(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. Commercial 
Representative in France of the Commonwealth of Australia.) 

British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera and Princi- 
pality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, Nice. 

British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, 
Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for British goods). 

Branches—75, Via Delle Terme, Rome, 
12, Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeglio 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
24, Guglielmo Sanfelice, Naples. 

British Chamber of Commerce for Morocco, Tangier. 

British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 

British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 

Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, c/o Eastern Bank, Basrah. 

British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal, 4, Rua Victor Cordon, 
Lisbon. 

Branches—39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira, 

Branch of the British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey and 
the Balkan States. Zemporary address—c/o the London 
Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 

Russo-British Chamber of Commerce, 4, Gorochovaia, Petrograd, 

Branch—Kondratenko St., No. 17-19, Odessa, 
Agency in Kiev. 

British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza de Catalufia, 

Barcelona. 
Branch—Avenida Conde Pefialver (Gran Via), 20, Madrid, 
(Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia and Canary Islands.) 
British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Ks-Sadikia, 35, Tunis, 
British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle Rincon, 506 


Montevideo. ; 


N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal or annual 
report, which may be inspected at the Department of Commercial Intelligence. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

The Department of Commercial Intelligence is a centre at which in- 
formation on all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests 
of British trade permit, replies are given to enquiries by traders on com- 
mercial matters. As far as is possible, the Department supplies, on per- 
sonal or written application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, and other open- 
ings for British Trade; Lists of manufacturers at home and lists of firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities; 
Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial Statis- 
tics; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers; Sources of Supply, Prices, etc., of Trade Products; Shipping 
and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial products which are 
received from abroad from time to time are exhibited at the Offices of the 
Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture which were sold in 
British markets abroad and in certain foreign markets are on exhibition in 
the Sample Rooms of the Department—see notice on p. 396. 

The British Industries Fair, 1918, will be held in the Pennington Street 
premises of the London Dock, which have been placed at the disposal of the 
Board of Trade by the Port of London Authority, from 25th February until 
8th March. Particulars regarding the Fair will be found on p. 396. The 
office dealing with Fair matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 
It is the intention of the Board of Trade to hold a Fair in the spring of 
each year. Concurrently with the London Fair, a Fair will be held at Glas- 
gow. This Fair, which will again be organised by the Corporation of the 
City of Glasgow, under the auspices and with the support of the Board of 
Trade, will be confined to the same trades as the 1917 Fair. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is published weekly, and is the prin- 
cipal medium through which intelligence collected by the Department of 
Commercial Intelligence, and intended for general information, is con- 
veyed to the public. The “Journal” may be obtained through any book- 
seller or directly from’H.M. Stationery Office (see addresses on cover), or 
(in Ireland) from Messrs. E. Ponsonby, Ltd., 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 
The price is 3d. per copy, exclusive of postage, or 15s. 2d. per annum, post 
free in the United Kingdom, the rate for places abroad, inclusive of postage, 
being 19s. 6d. All applications regarding advertisement rates in’ he “ Bourd 
of Trade Journal” should be sent direct to the sole Contractors for Adver- 
tisements, Messrs. Laughton & Co., Ltd., 3, Wellington Street, Strand 
London, W.C. 2. 

Particulars regarding the supply of Confidential Information to firms in 
the United Kingdom are given on p. 395. 

All communications intended for the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence should be addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Commercial Intelligence, 73, Basinghall Street, London,-E.C. 2. 
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H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONERS IN THE SELF-GOYERNING DOMINIONS. 


Canada and Newfoundland... H.M. Trade Commissioner, 363, Beaver Hall, Montreal, 
Telegraphic Address, * Britcom.” 


Commonwealth of Australia. H.M. Trade Commissioner, Commerce House, Mel- 
bourne ; Telegraphic Address, * Combrit’’: and 
Royal Exchange, Sydney; Telegraphic Address, 


** Combritto.” 

New Zealand... - ... H.M, Trade Commissioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington. 
Telegraphic Address, “‘ Advantage.” 

South Africa ... _ ... H.M. Trade Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346. Cape Town, 


Telegraphic Address “ Austere.” 





TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES IN LONDON OF THE 
SELF-GOYERNING DOMINIONS. 


These Enquiry Offices are maintained in London at the following addresses by the 
Governments indicated, viz. :— 
Dominion of Canada ... _ .. 19, Victoria Street, S.W. 1; also Portland 


House, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2 (Office of 
the Canadian Government Trade Commis- 


sioner). 
Commonwealth of Australia ... .. Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2. 

New South Wales... son ... Sydney House, 26-7,Cockspur Street, Trafalgar 
Square, S.W. 1. 

Victoria ... _ — .-- Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 2. 

Queensland “se _ -- 409, West Strand, W.C. 2. 

South Australia ... ‘ie -- 112, Strand, W.C. 2. 

Western Australia ats ..» Savoy House, 115-6, Strand, W.C, 2. 

Tasmania ... ion one .-- 56, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


Dominion of New Zealand ...  ... 413, Strand, W.C. 2. 
Union of South Africa .. ~ ... Trades Commissioner, 90, Cannon Street, H.C. 


Trade enquiries in regard to Rhodesia may be made at the office of the] British 
South Africa Co., 2, London Wall Buildings, E.C, 2. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS, 1911 to 1916. 


Part II.—Unemployment. 
Application to the Umpire. 

In pursuance of the Unemployment Insurance (Umpire) Regulations, 1912, 
Notice is hereby given that the Umpire has received application for decision 
as to whether contributions are payable or not in respect of the following 
class of persons :— 

502. Workmen engaged in making gas bags for motor cars. 

Any representations with reference to the above application may be made 
in writing to the Umpire by, or on behalf of, any workman or employer 
appearing to him to be interested, or on behalf of the Ministry of Labour, and 
forwarded to the Registrar, Office of the Umpire, 47, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W. 1, on or before 7th December, 1917. 

Notice is further given that the Umpire proposes to give his decision on 
the above application on or after 10th December, 1917. 

EXTRACT FROM REGULATIONS. 
3. If before the date specified in the notice any representations with reference 
to the application are made in writing to the Umpire by or on behalf of any 


workman or employer appearing to him to be interested, or the Board of Trade, 
the Umpire shall take those representations into his consideration, and the 
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Umpire may at any time before the said date require any persons to supply to 
him such information in writing as he thinks necessary for the purpose of 
enabling him to give a decision. 

All such representations and information shall be open to inspection by any 
employer or workman appearing to the Umpire to be interested or any persons 
authorised in that behalf by any such employer or wu1kman or the Board of Trade. 

4, Any persons claiming to be interested may apply to the Umpire to be 
heard by him orally in reference to any application under these Regulations, and 
the Umpire may, in any case in which he thinks it desirable, require the 
attendance of any person before him to give oral information on the subject of 


any application. 





The decision of the Umpire upon the foregoing will be announced in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” in due course. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE (UNEMPLOYMENT) ACTS, 1911 TO 1916. 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. 
Decisions by the Umpire. 


Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insurance (Umpire) 
Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby gives Notice of the following 
decisions by the Umpire on questions whether contributions are payable :— 


A. The Umpire has decided that contributions ARE PAYABLE in 
respect of :— 
2394X. Workmen (other than those already insurable under Part II. of 
the National Insurance Act, 1911) engaged wholly or mainly in cutting out 
or otherwise preparing mica or micanite washers or other parts of machinery 
required for use in the manufacture or repair of munitions of war. 
2395X. Workmen (other than those covered by decision B 25396 below, or 
already insurable under Part II. of the National Insurance Act, 1911) 
ergaged wholly or mainly in making electric plan-printing apparatus. 
2397X. Workmen engaged wholly or mainly in making or assembling 
metal parts of, or fittings for, blinds. 
This decision and decision B 2398 below are’substituted for decision 
B 2210 (“ Board of Trade Journal” of the 26th April, 1917). 


B. The Umpire has decided that contributions ARE NOT PAYABLE 
in respect of :— 

2396. Glassworkers or workmen engaged in making wooden parts by hand 
in connection with the manufacture of electric plan-printing apparatus 
which is not intended for use in war. 

2398. Workmen engaged wholly or mainly in— 

(a) preparing by hand wooden parts of blinds ; 
(b) fitting metal parts to wooden blind rollers ; 
(c) fixing on premises inside and outside blinds. 
This decision and decision A2397X above are substituted for decision 
B 2210 (“ Board of ‘Trade Journal” of the 26th April, 1917). 


Note.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that contributions are 
payable under the National Insurance (Part [1I.) (Munition Workers) Act, 
1916, are indicated by the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. 
—_ under these decisions are payable as from the 4th September, 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the question has been 
decided by the Umpire, without notice, as a matter not admitting of reason- 
able doubt, in accordance with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise no question of 

eneral interest, or which merely apply a principle laid down in a previous 
ecision, are not published. 
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